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¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ƛŘ 
CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Iŀƭǘƻƴ ŜƴǊƛŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦ

The Children's Aid Foundation of Halton provides resources to help children, 
youth and families thrive.

OUR MISSION 

OUR VISION
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We value a society where every child is cherished and respected. We are 
committed to the HEART principles: Honesty, Education, Accountability, 
Respect, and Transparency

¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ƛŘ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Iŀƭǘƻƴ ό/!CIύ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ мффл ŀǎ ŀ 
registered charitable organization to raise funds for the children and youth 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Iŀƭǘƻƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !ƛŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ όIŀƭǘƻƴ /!{ύΦ CǳƴŘǎ 
raised allow the Halton CAS to provide additional services that enhance the 
lives of abused and neglected children and youth living in Halton.

FOUNDATION
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A Message From Tina & Lisa
Itõs hard to believe that another year has gone by since shifting to the 
virtual world of, well everything. 

Weõve recently had one or two very welcome occasions of small in 
person gatherings, and what a delight they have been.  As of June 
2021 we were still working from home but with the hope of returning 
to the office in late Fall. 

This sense of virtual reality has been challenging. We know children 
and youth are still out there being helped by our colleagues on the 
frontlines, yet not seeing them or hearing the day to day successes and 
sorrows first-hand adds a surreal emotion to our work. Through this we 
have a renewed sense of appreciation for those who give generously 
to our cause. Many donors give with a sense of blind faith that the 
work which transpires within our charitable purpose is meaningful and 
life changing, they donõt witness the programs, donõt know the 
participants and rarely do they hear testimonials that thank them 
personally. We cannot begin to express the depth of gratitude for that 
kind of trust and commitment. 

This past year we have needed that show of confidence more than 
ever. Throughout Halton there are approximately 5,000 children and 
youth in need who require the assistance of the Halton Childrenõs Aid 
Society. For them CAFH is the difference between complete isolation or 
a meal at Thanksgiving; feeling inadequate or rising to the challenge 
of pursuing a goal; sleeping rough or sleeping soundly in a safe, 
nurturing space - truly life-saving and life-changing opportunities.

We know the pandemic has affected everyone, yet the variance of 
impact is extreme and for some the layers are numerous and 
shockingly traumatic.

The work of a childrenõs aid society is essential, it was considered a 

challenging field for staff before March of 2020, now we believe it is 
simply the calling of true angels and heroes and we are even more 
determined to provide resources to support their role and enrich the 
lives of children, youth and families in need.

Through grants made available by key-funders, contributions from 
local corporations and the generosity of loyal and committed 
individuals we have generated the highest revenue of our 31 year 
history! It has been a phenomenal year of support and we are truly 
grateful.

We were able to increase the financial support of specially crafted 
programs that meet the needs of young people in and beyond care. 
Now we need to sustain that support! Looking ahead, we know youth 
will remain under the umbrella of Halton CAS even longer, more 
kinship families will be relied upon to help and the charitable sector 
will be more competitive than ever. Our plans include more 
collaboration, investment management, and a commitment to instil and 
increase awareness of the needs of vulnerable children and youth in 
Halton.

Thank you for all you do in support of this cause, for your belief in the 
work we do and most of all, for believing in the young people whose 
lives you touch every day!

Sincerely,

о

Tina Blatchford Lisa Janssen

Executive Director          Partnership & Program Development
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Board of Directors 2020 - 2021
ReyaAli-Dabydeen

Aub& Marsha Baillie 

Chris Barrett

RandaBassil

Richard & Lily Bellm

Mike Benninger 

Sarah Billings

Robyn Bowman

Candice Chow

Tammy Davey-Wiebe

Mandy Deakin 

Krista Dietrich

Kim Edwards

Brad Gibson 

Phil Grimes 

Jonathan Harty

Jim Houghton & Michael Renken

Jessica Johnson

Elizabeth Law

Keith Matcham

Austin McNeil

Kathleen & Doug McPhie

Ryan Moffat

Eddie Oliveira 

Don Pangman

George Prieksaitis& Asa Sjoberg 

Lisa Roach 

Linda Roberts 

Chris Scott 

Wendy Sherren

Chris Townley 

Lynn Wilson

Marilyn Benninger, President

Jennifer Gilbert, Vice President 

Lynn Wilson, Treasurer 

Ryan Mills,  Secretary

Matthew Rasmussen, Communications 

Sally Aitken

Dean Barnes

Chris Barrett

Krista Dietrich

Jose Guido

Jonathan Harty

David Horton

Amir Kendic

Leadership Team
Tina Blatchford, Executive Director 

Lisa Janssen, Partnership & Program Development 

Juliette Prouse*, Director of Finance

*Halton CAS staff p/t CAFH support
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About our Programs
ðɭɊɰʆɸ ǈȿǬ èǳǥɰǳǈʆȜɊȿ
We believeall childrenand youthshouldhave the chanceto run,skate,

sing,learna newactivity,or simplyhavethechanceto interactwithother

childrenand youththeirage. We knowfromexperiencethat encouraging

childrenand youth to participate in organized sportsand recreational

activitiessuchas hockey,dance,soccerand swimming,enablesthemto

develop important life skills,self-esteemand confidence. We provide

fundsto ensurechildrenhavethechanceto be childrenand createhappy

childhoodmemorieswithfriendsandmentors.

Bursaries and Education
We believe educationis the key to breaking the cycleof poverty and abuse;

increasinga childõsself-esteem,confidence,and ability to succeed. Sincepost-

secondaryeducationis not fundedby thegovernment,our youthin care rely on

theHaltonChildrenõsAid Societyto pay for any posthigh-schooleducationthat

mightbenefit them. Educationis the first steptowardsa brighter futureand we

work togetherwith the CASto makeeducationalopportunitiesavailable to all

youthin carehelpedby theSociety. Whateverthechild/youthhasa passionfor,

that theirworkerfeelsisan attainablegoal, will be stronglyencouragedby our

Bursarycommitteeand fundedby theCAFH.

ĤɊʎʆȖ Ȝȿ >ǈɰǳ
Our Youthin Care are the futureof thiscommunity; the HaltonCASand CAFH

mustact as their parents. We fund a Life Skillsprogramto help connectthese

youthto their communityand better prepare themfor adult life. Preparingfor

issuessuchasapplying to university; budgeting; peer pressure; healthynutrition;

first aid and more; individuallyor in group settingswith volunteersacting as

mentors,theyouthare encouragedto reachfor theirdreamsand setout on the

path to success. Thesuccessof thisprogramishelpingto keepouryouthin school

and assistingthemto overcometheiremotionalissuesin order to graduate from

highschool,looktowardsa freshstartand a brighterfuture. No oneneedshope

morethanour youth,and youthwhohaveexperiencedabuseand neglectneed

that hopemorethanever.Weõvelearnedthat introducingyouthto thisprogram

in their early teenshelpsthemthrougha very vulnerabletime in their livesand

guidesthemto find thehopetheyneed.

FUTURES
Thegoal of the FUTURESEducationalProgramis to help youthreceiving

servicesfrom the HaltonChildrenõsAid Societyachievetheir educational

goals and support them as they transitioninto adulthood. Youthmeet

weeklyto participatein a project-basedlearningseries,workingin teams

to develop critical thinkingand problem solving skills,communication,

socialskills,academiclearning,culturalawarenessand life skills. FUTURES

also runsa summercamp. Theschoolyear and summercampprograms

are divided into juniorand seniordivisions. Duringthe schoolyear, the

programrunsweeklyand thesummercampprogramrunsfor threeweeks

for each division. These are memoriesthat last forever and are

experienceswe want to offer children who canõtimagine this fun.

Emotionalor behavioural difficulties often preclude them from being

acceptedintoôregularõsummercampssowe fundraiseto ensureourcamp

will accommodatethesestrongand active childrenand youthwho need

thechanceto experiencesomereal joy.

р
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About our Programs
Transitions Home
Weownapropertythatprovidesasafehavenwhereteenagechildrencan

livewhiletheircasesareassessedandtheycanreturnhomeoruntilsuitable

fosterparentsareidentified.Thehomeisfurnishedanddecoratedtoprovide

awarmwelcometoteenswhoareexperiencingdifficultandtraumatictimes.

Ourgoalistomaintainthehomeinawaythatmakestheresidentsproudto

callittheirhome.Happily,nowthatresourcesareavailabletoprovideteens

inneedwithfamilyplacements,theneedforthisprogramhascometoan

end.Alternateusesforthepropertyarebeingpursued.

Bridging the Gap
Bridgingthe Gap is an independentcommunityprogram that supportsand

assistsyouthbetweenthe agesof 16 to 24 yearsof age whoare homeless

or at risk of becominghomeless. Theprogram is voluntaryand based on

client needs. It is focusedon supportingand assistingyouth in obtaining

housing. Thismay include shelter placements,supportiveand transitional

housing. Bridgingthe Gap serves600 to 700 youthannuallyin the Halton

Region.

Seasonal Program
TheSeasonalProgramisnotjustaboutgiftsunderthetree,butalsosupports

graduation,backtoschoolneeds,Thanksgivingcelebrations,etc;allthe

thingswedoyearroundthatweoftentakeforgranted.TheHaltonCAS

assistschildrenandyouthwhohaveexperiencedsignificantfamilytraumaas

wellasfamiliesthathaveseriouschallengeswithlimitedresourcesandare

unabletoprovidetheirchildren/youthwithbasicneedsandgiftsoverthe

holidayseason.
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Your contribution helps us build a strong support network. This network of services in turn strengthens our entire community andchanges lives for the better. 

ϷуфсΣмрп w!L{95 Lb нлнл ςнлнм

2018-19

$502,893 $631,272

пм҈
DǊŀƴǘǎ

мр҈
LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ LƴŎƻƳŜ

7%
Third party events

9%
Gifts in-kind

10%
Stardust Gala & events

мл҈
LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ

6%
Corporate donations

2%
Rental income

HOW THE MONEY WAS SPENT

²I9w9 ¢I9 twhDw!a ahb9¸ ²!{ {t9b¢

SOURCES OF REVENUE

70.5%
CAFH programs

18%
Fundraising

ммΦр҈
!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ

8%
Bridging the Gap

7%
Bursaries

7%
FUTURES & YouthSAID

ту҈
{Ŝŀǎƻƴŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ϧ 
/h±L5 ǊŜƭƛŜŦ

YEAR OVER YEAR EARNINGS

2019-202017-18

ϷрупΣслу

Over $ 6.5M
in support has been provided to 

Halton CAS programs to date

Thanks to your generosity

fȜȿǈȿǥȜǈȴ oȜȎȖȴȜȎȖʆɸ
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Thanks to you, we have changed lives this year. Through the generosity of your donations we have been able to make a positiveimpact on individuals, families and our communities, 
making a difference in so many important ways. Your generosity helped: 

Halton CAS Stats:

нмYouth attend 
post-secondary programs 31 Youth participated in YouthSAID 

advocacy events

рлоYouth aged 16-24 received 
outreach services through 
.ǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DŀǇΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ 
program103 Children & youth participated 

in FUTURES/Youth In Care 
Day and other Seasonal 
Events and Festivities

сллҌ Children, youth and families 
received support from the 
seasonal program 

~ 5000
Children and youth served
in 2020 ς2021  

ƻŦ ŎŀǎŜǎ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǘƻ 
ǎǘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 

of children and 
youth are 

discharged within 
one year

of children and 
youth return to 

family or kin

of children and youth 
in care are over the 

age of 12

см҈ 73%74%96%

у

Your Impact by the Numbers
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Eachyearaswe preparefor the HolidaySeason,there
is a feelingof nervousanticipationaswe considerwhat
might happenif we justŘƻƴΩǘreceiveall that is needed
to support children,youth and familiesthroughout the
winter. Especiallywhen we shifted to lockdown and
neededmorefinancialsupportinsteadof toys.

For more than a dozenyearsthe OakvilleProfessional
Firefighters Association has stepped up to the
challengeof providing toys for the Holidays,shifting
gears in recent years to recognizethe need to help
teens, and in these last two years they have simply
been the backboneof the program, providing more
than$10,000in gift cardsandgiftseachyear.

Ledby Kurt Merriman, who listensso well to what is
needed,the OPFArepresentativesarrive at the loading
dock and bring the Holidaysto our door, year after
year. HeroesŘƻƴΩǘalwayswear capes,or just put out
fires! Thankyou for your amazingdedication to our
cause. Congratulations!

þȖǳ ÂǈȰʦȜȴȴǳåɰɊȍǳɸɸȜɊȿǈȴ 
fȜɰǳ̙ȎȖʆǳɰɸ!ɸɸɊǥȜǈʆȜɊȿ

Inspiration Award

2017
The Oakville Community Foundation

ᶢᶠᶡᶨ
The Petrachek Family

2019
9ŘŘƛŜhΩǎ tƻǳǊƘƻǳǎŜ ϧ YƛǘŎƘŜƴ

ᶢᶠᶢᶠ
Uline

Previous Winners

2016
aƛƪŜ [ǳǇƻ  ϧ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IƛƭƭǎǇǊƛƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ

2014
The Herlihey Family -wŜōŜŎŎŀΩǎ DƛŦǘ 

2015
WƛƳ .ƻȅƭŜ ϧ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƻŦ bǳ {ƪƛƴ 

2013
Petrina Nesbitt & Merritt Goddard
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Kristajoined the CAFHBoardof Directorsin April 2009
having first participated on the Stardust Gala
committeefor severalyears.

Kristabringsan energyand creativeflare to everything
shedoes. Onceon the Boardshejoined the Executive
committeeandof course,quicklyfilled the seatof Gala
Chair,raisingthe profile of the eventby introducingkey
donors and contributors. It was inevitable that Krista
would onedaybe CAFHPresident,a role sheembraced
with graceanda continueddrivefor success.

We recognizeYǊƛǎǘŀΩǎpassionfor the children, youth
and families we serve and her willingness to bring
everyonesheknowsto the party, this is definitely her
cause. Alreadyan amazingambassadorKristaleavesno
stone unturned and has accepted the challenge of
leading the AmbassadorsCircle to new levels of
participation. For your many years of dedication and
generosityƛǘΩǎour absolutepleasureto recognizeyou
with the McPhieAward. Congratulations!

Krista Dietrich

McPhie Award
åɰǳʦȜɊʎɸĞȜȿȿǳɰɸ

2017
Terry Spearin

2018
bŀƴŎȅ aŀŎDƛƭƭƛǾǊŀȅ

2019
Keith & Lyanne Matcham

2020
WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ IŀǊǘȅ

2016
George Prieksaitis & Asa Sjoberg

2014
[ƛƭȅ ϧ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ .ŜƭƭƳ 

2015
Reya Ali-Dabydeen

2013
YŜƴ ϧ tŜŀǊƭ aƻŦŦŀǘ 
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Chris joined the CAFHBoard in October 2004 having
heard so much about the work of Halton CASand the
CAFHthroughhisyoungmenteePhilGrimes.

As a PastPresidentand member of the Ambassadors
Circle,Chrishasbeenan activeandvital contributor to
the Boardfor manyyears,most recentlysitting on the
Finance& Investment committee watching over key
movement in the sector. Chrishas long surpassedthe
usual terms of service for a Board member, but his
dedication to the causeand compassionfor children
and youth compelledus to keep him closefor as long
aspossible.

Now Chrishas graciouslygiven up his seat so he can
becomemore activewith fellow Ambassadorsin their
quest to further support the needs of young people
beingservedby the organization.

We are so very grateful to Chris for all that he has
brought to our door, from top levelcorporatesponsors,
to longtime dedicated individuals,together with his
own knowledgeandexpertise,all wrappedup in oneof
the kindestand gentlestnaturesone could ever meet.
It isour utmost pleasureto recognizeChrisBarrett asa
recipientof the McPhieAward. Congratulations!

>ȖɰȜɸ =ǈɰɰǳʆʆ

McPhie Award
Previous Winners

2017
¢ŜǊǊȅ {ǇŜŀǊƛƴ

2018
Nancy MacGillivray

2019
YŜƛǘƘ ϧ [ȅŀƴƴŜ aŀǘŎƘŀƳ

2020
Jonathan Harty

2016
DŜƻǊƎŜ tǊƛŜƪǎŀƛǘƛǎ ϧ !ǎŀ {ƧƻōŜǊƎ

2014
Lily & Richard Bellm 

2015
wŜȅŀ !ƭƛπ5ŀōȅŘŜŜƴ

2013
Ken & Pearl Moffat 
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Elizabeth Interiors Award
Rani

Rani was chosen as the recipient of this award for a number of reasons. Firstly 

in recognition of the many years she has spent learning, coping and accepting 

her medical condition, Type 1 Diabetes. Through the support of her medical 

team at McMaster Hospital, school supports and family and friends Rani is 

doing all she needs to do to keep physically healthy. 

Struggling with health concerns while being separated from family is hard 

enough, but Academically Rani has been able to excel at school too, often 

achieving honour roll marks. Rani is currently enrolled in the Financial Literacy 

program through FUTURES and is aspiring to attend a post-secondary 

institution.

Rani has shown amazing resiliency and strength throughout the many changes 

she has navigated over the last two years. Never complaining Rani is humble, 

thoughtful, kind and always positive and hopeful. Her number one wish is for 

her family to be well and whole again. 

We have heard from many that Rani is a great example of how strong the 

youth in this community are and that Rani in particular, makes life better for 

those around her.   

Congratulations Rani, we hope all your wishes come true!

ðʎǥǥǳɸɸðʆɊɰȜǳɸ

12


