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ABOUT THE CHILDREN’S AID FOUNDATION
OF HALTON
The Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton (CAFH) was founded in 1990 as a non–profit,
charitable organization to raise funds for the Halton Children’s Aid Society (Halton
CAS). Funds raised allow the Halton CAS to provide additional services that enrich
the lives of abused and neglected children living in Halton. Funds provided by CAFH
are used for post-secondary education, after school recreational programs, summer
camp, assisting youth in the transition to adulthood independent of the Halton CAS,
providing homes for teens in transition and offering opportunities for children to
experience typical childhood joys that enable young people to thrive.

The Facts:
• The CAFH supports vital programs that directly enrich and enhance the lives of
children and youth who have experienced abuse and neglect.
• The CAFH supports the Halton CAS in its delivery of programs to all those in need
within the Region of Halton.
• The Halton CAS receives government funding to meet the basic needs of children
and youth in care.
• Programs funded by the CAFH receive insufficient or no government funding.

Why We Exist:
• To enrich the lives of abused and neglected children and youth living in Halton.
• We believe education is the key to breaking the cycle of poverty and abuse;
thereby increasing a child/youth’s self-esteem, confidence and ability to succeed.
• To provide for the children and youth of our community what all children/youth
deserve; education, recreation and quality care.
• To provide “our” children and youth with the tools, skills and incentive to realize
their dreams and become positive and productive members of this community.
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Message From the Executive Director
Tina Blatchford
I am pleased to present a review of last year’s
activities, goals and accomplishments and offer some
thoughts as we move into the next fiscal year.
During the course of our work we use the priorities
set in our strategic plan: to be the Charity of Choice,
to be Effective, Efficient and Sustainable. We strive to
become more visible throughout Halton, leveraging
contacts through social media and connecting with
other charities, increase partnerships, continue
networking and cement our branding.
Reaching all corners of Halton continues to be a
challenge but we are making progress. We have
seen an increase in the number of companies and
individuals supporting us from the Milton area
including a number of major ongoing supporters you
can read about on our events page.
We are very active on Social media, specifically
Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn. We had more than a
dozen events in the community promoted on these
platforms with daily updates and regular information
sharing.
Our partnerships continue to grow; we are a founding
member of CharityWorks, a communications
roundtable set up by forward thinking charities in
Oakville. It’s an opportunity for local nonprofits, large
and small to share ideas and resources, working
together rather than increasing competition between
charities.
In order to be Effective, we worked to further engage
the board, and offer outreach and mentorship to
students, follow best practices and ensure alignment
with the CAS.
At year-end we had 14 of a possible 15 Board
members, with 3 interested candidates in the wings.
Our committees have been extremely busy, providing
operational support in many areas of our work. We
continue to meet with students from grade 10 civics
classes from around Halton involved in the Youth
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Philanthropy Initiative and we had the opportunity to
present to PR & Corporate Communications students
at Sheridan College offering tips and insight to them
for their program. When considering best practices,
we have several opportunities to sit at tables with
other charities and in regular conversation with other
CAS foundations and development staff, as well
as connections with the Association of Fundraising
Professionals, the Canada Revenue Agency and
Imagine Canada.
Our alignment with CAS continues to grow;
communication is stronger and board participation
has increased and in the near future we will be
exploring more options for growth and partnership
together.
In our quest to be Efficient, our goals were to ensure
stewardship of donor funds, conduct succession
planning and adhere to good governance.
Stewardship of funds is the foundation of successful
fundraising. We continue to keep accurate reports of
donations, direct them accordingly and respond to
the donor as to the use of their funds.

We conducted succession planning early in the year
and made changes to our terms of service and terms
of office. The revision of these items was done with
the goal of welcoming fresh ideas while maintaining
equilibrium and continuity of service.
In addition; we have written a full set of draft policies.
Finalizing these drafts will bring us into the highest
level of governance, ensuring every aspect of
accountability is addressed; it also puts us into the
position of being eligible to apply for accreditation
with Imagine Canada, possibly the highest accolade
for a non-profit.
Onto our finance department, where our final target
is to become Sustainable. Our priorities were to
increase revenue, create partnerships for fundraising,
watch our investments grow, engage more donors,
review our events, and manage our property wisely.
Our overall gross revenue continues to grow and our
magnificent Cirque du Stardust Gala was another
record breaking success!
We launched a new Fall event, the Community
Champions Breakfast with guest speaker Joe Roberts.
Joe became a partner with us, raising awareness for
youth homelessness on his journey across Canada.
We partnered with the CharityWorks group and got
some great exposure for #GivingTuesday and we
have connected with Rotary Clubs and Optimist
Clubs with the potential for future fundraising events.
It was a tough year for investments, but we know
nothing good comes easy. The investment committee
maintains close contact with the Oakville Community
Foundation who manages our fund, we have seen
new growth for the Fall and we watch in anticipation
as elections and other defining factors unfold.
We completed a new kitchen and upgraded the
electrical panels, wiring and outlets in our home
for youth this year. We also welcomed a group of
volunteers who did a fantastic job of landscaping. We
continue to monitor the needs of the home and while
many requests have been made for assistance to get
new beds, there has been no joy. Who would think
that providing a bed frame for a teenager would be
such a challenge.

Here’s why what we do is so vitally important
We know that a large percentage of youth in Halton
are suffering from anxiety and mental health issues;
homelessness is a real problem, addiction issues are
significant, human trafficking is very real.
The children and youth that we serve are among
these groups and the statistics are not kind when we
hear about the number of youth leaving care Ontario
wide, who are not graduating school, are becoming
part of the correctional system and returning as
parents to the child welfare system.
Yet in Halton we are changing those statistics. We
help those who can’t afford to access opportunities
and we are supporting young people who all too
often, have come from dire circumstances beyond
their control and simply need the same chances other
young people are given.
The programs we support and the opportunities
offered to these children and youth are more than
just about learning to swim, or going to college.
It’s about finding what you are good at, hearing
someone say “well done” and learning that life can
be different if you know how and where to ask for
help.
Always with the goal of remaining fully accountable
and transparent, we will continue to evaluate all we
do, search for ways to improve, and rely on research,
experience and new learnings to ensure that the
Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton continues to
meet the highest expectations of its stakeholders and
transform the lives of its greatest assets; our children
and youth.
Thank you for believing in the work that we do.

Tina Blatchford
Executive Director
Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton
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Message From the Board President
Chris Scott
Twenty-six years ago a group of dedicated staff and
volunteers came together with a plan to create a
fundraising arm for the Halton Children’s Aid Society,
which would provide more than the basic necessities
for the children and youth they were working with.
The founding of the CAFH became a pivotal part of
the history of the Halton CAS and, while there have
been peaks and valleys over the years, the CAFH
has grown strategically and professionalized its
fundraising objectives, resulting in a strong, healthy
position to continue making an impact on the lives of
so many.
During the past year, the board not only focused
on raising funds that enable the CAFH to build on
its legacy, contributing to life-changing work, but
has also been busy ensuring that key areas of donor
accountability and transparency are strengthened.
This will allow the CAFH to continue to grow while
remaining true to our charitable cause:
Providing Resources to Help
Children, Youth and Families Thrive
Our signature event, the Cirque du Stardust, is the
cornerstone of our fundraising efforts, and this year
raised a record-breaking net profit of over $170,000.
We are so grateful to the wonderful following of loyal
and generous attendees that joined us and appreciate everyone involved in making this an exceptional
evening.
Next year’s event promises to be even more impressive!
2016 saw a record number of repeat donors. This
means the people of Halton believe in the cause and
answer our calls to action; it is both reassuring and
heartwarming. We cannot do our work without you.
As much as we appreciate this support, the needs of
children, youth and families continue to exist.
One of the unseen issues facing many youth within
the Halton community is homelessness. Many young
people feel disconnected from their families and
overwhelmed with the challenges life brings. The
issue of homelessness along with the need for
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financial support to help cover the ever increasing cost of post-secondary education is more than
enough motivation to solidify our efforts and strive
for your trust and contributions.
As the CAFH looks back on our 26th year, I would
like to thank the CAFH Board of Directors and staff
for their dedication and contributions to the organization. I would also like to thank the staff, foster
parents and volunteers of the Halton Children’s Aid
Society for their work with children, youth and families to provide hope for the future.
To our donors and volunteers, thank you! Without
you there would be no CAFH. You help us fund
essential programs, provide life-changing opportunities and create lasting memories. You are bringing
confidence, hope and success to children, youth and
families so they, and our community, can prosper.
You’re the One making a positive difference for children and youth in Halton.
Thank you.

Chris Scott
President

Our People
Board of Directors

Chris Scott
President

Krista Dietrich
Vice President

Stephanie Lamont

Norrie Davidson

Marilyn Benninger

Vanessa Morrison

Treasurer

Secretery

Sally Aitken

Chris Barrett

Bonnie Hoy

Elizabeth Law

Lisa Roach

Brad Rooke

Cory Side

Jodi Younger

Communications

Ambassadors Circle
Reya Ali-Dabydeen
Aub & Marsha Baillie
Chris Barrett
Richard & Lily Bellm
Robyn Bowman
Candice Chow
Tammy Davey-Wiebe
Mandy Deakin

Kimberley Edwards
Phil Grimes
Jonathan Harty
Chris Hines
Dave Kington
Steve Leyland
Keith Matcham
Kathleen & Doug McPhie

Eddie Oliveira
Greg Pace
Don Pangman
Wendy Sherren
Rob Shier
Chris Townley
Don Vince
Lynn Wilson

Lisa Janssen*

Derek Evans*

Executive Team
Tina Blatchord
Executive Director

Partnership & Program
Development

Director of Finance
*Halton CAS staff p/t CAFH support
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OUR PROGRAMS
Bursaries and Education

We believe education is the key to
breaking the cycle of poverty and
abuse; increasing a child’s self-esteem, confidence, and ability to
succeed. Since post-secondary
education is not funded by the
government, Crown Wards rely on
the Halton Children’s Aid Society
to pay for any post high-school
education that might benefit them.
Since the Halton CAS and CAFH
believe strongly that education is
the first step towards a brighter
future they work together to make
educational opportunities available to all Crown Wards of the
Society. Whatever the child/youth
has a passion for, that their worker
feels is an attainable goal, will be
strongly encouraged by our Bursary committee and funded by the
CAFH.

Seasonal Program

The Seasonal Program is not just
about gifts under the tree, but
also supports graduation, back to
school needs, Thanksgiving celebrations, etc. All the things we do
year round that we often take for
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granted. Please consider a monthly donation to help us sustain our
programs. The Halton CAS assists
children and youth who have experienced significant family trauma
as well as families that have serious
challenges with limited resources
and are unable to provide their
children/youth with basic needs
and gifts over the holiday season.
Our goal is to enhance the quality
of the holiday season by delivering
necessities and gifts to the children, youth and families we serve
in Halton.

Sports & Recreation

We believe all children and youth
should have the chance to run,
skate, sing, learn a new activity, or
simply have the chance to interact
with other children and youth their
age. We know from experience
that encouraging children and
youth to participate in organized
sports and recreational activities
such as hockey, dance, soccer and
swimming, enables them to develop important life skills, self-esteem
and confidence. We provide funds
to ensure children have the chance
to be children and create happy

childhood memories with friends
and mentors.

FUTURES

The goal of the FUTURES Educational Program is to help youth
receiving services from the Halton
Children’s Aid Society achieve
their educational goals and support them as they transition into
adulthood. Youth meet weekly
to participate in a project-based
learning series, working in teams
to develop critical thinking and
problem solving skills, communication, social skills, academic
learning, cultural awareness, and
lifeskills. FUTURES also runs a
summer camp. The school year
and summer camp programs are
divided into junior and senior divisions. During the school year, the
program runs weekly and the summer camp program runs for three
weeks for each division. These are
memories that last forever and are
experiences we want to offer children who can’t imagine this fun.
Emotional or behavioural difficulties often preclude them from being accepted into ‘regular’ summer

camps. So we fundraise to ensure
our camp will accommodate these
strong and active children and
youth who need the chance to
experience some real fun.

Youth Care

Our Youth in Care are the future
of this community; the Halton CAS
and CAFH must act as their parents. We fund a Life Skills program
to help connect these youth to
their community and better prepare them for adult life. Preparing
for issues such as applying to
university; budgeting; peer pressure; healthy nutrition; first aid
and more; individually or in group
settings with volunteers acting as
mentors, the youth are encouraged to reach for their dreams and
set out on the path to success. The
success of this program is helping
to keep our youth in school and
assisting them to overcome their
emotional issues in order to graduate from high school, look towards
a fresh start and a brighter future.
No one needs hope more than our
youth, and youth who have experienced abuse and neglect need
that hope more than ever. We’ve
learned that introducing youth to
this program in their early teens
helps them through a very vulner-

able time in their lives and guides
them to find the hope they need.

Safe Haven

We own a property that provides a
safe haven where teenage children can live while their cases are
assessed or until suitable foster
parents are identified. The home
is furnished and decorated to
provide a warm welcome to teens
who are experiencing difficult
and traumatic times. Partners in
the community often help us with
landscaping the gardens, painting
or even donating new electronics
or sports equipment so the teens
can feel comfortable and relaxed
in this setting. Our goal is to maintain the home in a way that makes
the residents proud to call it their
home.
The Halton Children’s Aid Society
strives to keep children and youth
living with their families whenever possible. However, even after
receiving relevant support, some
parents are unable to provide
adequate care for their children. In
situations like these, children may
have to be brought into the care
of the Halton CAS. Since a child or
young person’s needs are better
met (in most cases) in a family en-

vironment, a foster family is usually
the first choice for these children/
youth. No matter what your experience or skills are, by becoming a
foster parent you will have the opportunity to make a difference in
the life of a child or youth in need.
To inquire about becoming a
Foster parent, please visit Halton
Children’s Aid Society website at
www.haltoncas.ca.

Bridging the Gap

Bridging the Gap is an
independent community program
that supports and assists youth
between the ages of 16 to 24
years of age who are homeless or
at risk of becoming homeless.
The program is voluntary and
based on client needs. It is
focused on supporting and
assisting youth in obtaining
housing. This may include shelter
placements, supportive and
transitional housing. Bridging
the Gap serves 250 to 300 youth
annually in the Halton Region.

“PROVIDING CHILDREN

WITH STABLE, NUTURING
AND CARING HOMES”
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Condensed information. Full financial statements, audited by
Deloitte & Touche LLP, are available upon request.

FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW
2015 - 2016 Revenue

Revenues

Stardust Gala
Foundations/Grants
Corporations
Individuals
Third Party Donations
Rental Income

Total Revenue

51%
17.5%
6.5%
51%
9%
5%
$509,177

2015 - 2016 Functional Expenses

Where does the money go?

26% Fundraising
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17% Administration

• Post-secondary education
• After school recreation/education programs
• FUTURES program (includes summer camp)
• Bridging the Gap Program
• Mortgage & maintenance of youth residence
• Seasonal gifts & events

146

Children & Youth in Care

Key Statistics
With help from CAFH, the Halton Children’s Aid Society served
5,681 children and youth in Oakville, Burlington, Milton and
Halton Hills last year. Providing life-changing and innovative
programs to the young people that need it most.

53

96%

youth were supported in their
transition to adulthood

of children remain in their own
home and don’t come into care

73

317

average number of families
receiving ongoing servies

children and youth attended the
FUTURES educational,
recreational life skills program

$134,647
was awarded to 22 youth to
attend post secondary
education programs

206
youth received outreach services
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Youth Profile
Meet the recipient of the Magnes Inc. Award for Excellence,
Stephanie. As a grade 9 high school student Stephanie
says she had already pictured herself going to university.
However, “I learned young that a lot can change in a year,
let alone four”.
Stephanie was 14 when she came into care, but recalls that
concerns with her home began around the time she was
8. At 15 she was given the choice to continue receiving
support from the Halton CAS and became a Crown Ward
just a few days before her 16th birthday. These events
persuaded Stephanie to choose a 2-year college diploma
program. Figuring she would have a diploma in just two
years and, if plans worked out, she could continue on with
school and gain a degree transfer into a university program.
Stephanie says “When I was growing up I always knew I
wanted to work in the health profession. At the beginning of
high school I thought maybe a nurse or a counselor.”
However, life throws you challenges. “The hardest thing
about high school was the constant moving. I never really
knew where I was going to be living and if I did there were
often issues with a placement. I managed to finish school
on time, I really owe that to my aunt but also the resiliency
I learned from going through so much at a young age. The
best thing about high school was my friends. All my friends
were dealing with adversaries at some point, usually to do
with family or mental health. This created an interesting
dynamic as we thrived off each other in both good and bad
times.
When people hear my story they are usually surprised I
made it to my third year of college and attained the honour
roll.”
Stephanie chose to attend Seneca College, King Campus.
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After much research, and possibly because of her personal
experience, she chose the Social Service Worker program,
Seneca was her first choice. I wanted a fresh start from the
life I had lived in Halton region.
Stephanie credits her counselors as being a very positive
influence on her. They helped her to better understand her
experiences and to reach a positive state of mental health.
She says this is where her dream of working in the mental
health profession began. It’s also at this time Stephanie was
able to focus on living and promoting holistic practice, in
terms of physical and mental health.
There are other factors of course that helped Stephanie;
having a strong circle of care, social workers, child and youth
workers and counselors helped her get through difficult
times. But it was when she was 17 and reunited with her
extended family, particularly her Aunt and cousins, that
things really started to look up, she says reconnecting with
family has made a huge impact on her future.
Currently Stephanie is completing her post-grad at Seneca
College, she is taking Mental Health Intervention. Her class
is only the second group of students to have the opportunity
to take this program. Once the program is completed in
December Stephanie is planning to study for a Bachelor
degree in Community Mental Health and Addictions in May
of 2017 with a graduation date of May 2019.
It was Stephanie’s resiliency and unfailing determination
paired with her bright spirit and academic smarts that
led to her nomination for the Magnes Inc. Award for
Excellence. We are so proud of Stephanie and all that she as
accomplished so far and wish her the very best success in all
that she does. Congratulations Stephanie.

AWARD WINNERS
The McPhie Award
Reya Ali-Dabydeen, was introduced to the organization through the Stardust Gala by Doug
McPhie almost 20 years ago.
Reya’s level of support has grown over the years. He is a regular attendee at the Gala, he’s
known for over spending on sports memorabilia such as signed hockey shirts and basketballs
but he also brings guests who attach themselves to our cause, he’s a true Ambassador. In the last
few years Reya has become one of our most loyal and generous supporters and he and his wife
Christina are recognized as being part of our President’s Circle of supporters. For these reasons
we are honoured to present Reya with the McPhie Award.

The Inspiration Award
Jim Boyle and the staff of Nu Skin.
Each Holiday Season we are overwhelmed with
requests for help. We are also very fortunate
to have a great many people who call to offer
their support of families at this time of year. One
of the ways we offer support is by matching
a family profile with a donor. More than 10
years ago, Jim Boyle called us up to offer help
for a family. He and his small team at Nu Skin
supported 5 families and purchased everything
that was needed on their lists and more. The
amount of thought and care that had gone into
those packages was unbelievable. It became
a tradition, that Jim would call and take half
a dozen families. In fact Jim and his team
have become the “go to” people when we’ve
received requests for help that have not yet
been matched and Christmas is right around the
corner.

over 10 years Jim and the team have provided
$1,000s of dollars in in-kind support, but
more importantly they’ve brought relief, basic
necessities, beautiful smiles and great joy to
dozens of families, children and youth here in
Halton and for that we are very grateful.
For their loyal support, thoughtful creativity and
tremendously generous spirit we are thrilled to
present Jim Boyle & the staff of Nu Skin with the
Inspiration Award.

One year however, Jim was late in calling and
there were no families left unmatched. So, “what
do you need?” he said – the next thing we
knew he showed up at our door with a dozen
slow cookers and toaster ovens for the list of
youth transitioning to independent living. It
was amazing and so very much appreciated. In
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FROM THE CHILDREN’S AID FOUNDATION OF HALTON
Due to the generosity of our sponsors, donors and volunteers we raised a historic
$225,000 to support children, youth and families!

Visit us at www.cafh.ca
EVENT SPONSOR: AQUATECH
Laurie Palamar, Tina Blatchford, Bill Palamar
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Thank you to a
ll our Sponsors
Breqwatr
Burlington Nissan
Burlington Toyota
Chef Mike Benninger
Cherishome Living
CIT
Deloitte
Elizabeth
14 Interiors

Fairview Chrysler
Geotab
Halton Honda
Kelly’s Bake Shoppe
Land Survey Group
Liz @ Home

Michael O’Sullivan
Milton Real Estate Group
Mosey & Mosey
Parkgate Financial
Pioneer Energy
Purdy’s Chocolatier

RBC
RBC Wealth Management
Tara West Photography
The Printing House Ltd.
Third Octet
West of the City
William’s Distinctive Gems
Zeljka Burazin Photography
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR
This year the “Cirque du Stardust” came
to town. Thanks to our generous donors,
sponsors and volunteers we raised a
historic $170,000 for children, youth and
families in Halton.
Right: A2D2 amazes the audience with their
acrobatic performace.
Bottom Left: The Emcees for the evening,
Bob Cowan and Elaine Falzon.
Bottom Middle: The stiltwalker shows off her
skills in the dining hall.
Bottom Right: Craig Douglas serves up some
laughs.

Most people know about Black
Friday and Cyber Monday…...now
there is Giving Tuesday.
It’s a new Canadian movement
for giving and volunteering,
taking place each year after Cyber
Monday, or the first Tuesday after
the US Thanksgiving holiday.
For us it’s the kick off to our
giving season and we celebrated
by recognizing our donors and
volunteers, “filling the sky with stars
and hearts” in the reception area,
and giving out lots of hugs!
Left: The Giving Wall at CAFH offices.
Top Right: A Giving Tuesday message
from one of our donors.
Bottom Right: Tina with her Giving
Tuesday message.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR

“The chances of possibility are 100%” This
was just one of the powerful messages that
Joe Roberts, known as the Skid Row CEO,
shared on November 3, 2015 at our Community
Champions Breakfast.
Joe articulated so well the many challenges
facing the children, youth and families that we
serve in Halton. With your help and support we
are able to provide assistance at those crucial
moments when hope for a brighter future seems
impossible to imagine. We’ll be following Joe
and his epic journey to Push for Change and are
excited to welcome him to Halton in the Fall of
2016.

Red Nose Day originated in the UK as
a fund raiser for Children’s Charities.
It’s a day when comedians and other
celebrities organize events to raise
money by celebrating with fun and
laughter in support of others. We chose
to recognize Red Nose Day by visiting
some of our key Cirque du Stardust Gala
sponsors to show our appreciation in a
lighthearted way.

You can keep track of Joe too at
www.thepushforchange.com

A reounding thank you to our other events and the
people that make them happen:
• EddieO’s PourHouse & Ktichen
• Magnes Charity Golf Classic
• Burlington Fitness and Racquet Club
• Mirella’s Spring fashion Show
• Krista & Sally Around the Bay Race
• The Scotiabank Waterfront Marathon
• Thanks to Alain, Krista, Andrew, Lisa, Tammy & Tina
Thank you to the many individuals and groups who
support us through the Holiday Season with special
mention of the donors to “Rebecca’s Gift”, Greg Pace’s
“Bikes for Kids” and the parties hosted by Hillspring
Church.
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The third annual Milton Family
Fun Run was a blistering success!
Loads of happy smiles on one
of the hottest days of the year.
We’re so grateful to the Roach
Family Real Estate team for their
continued support of the children
and youth we serve and for the
great enthusiasm and generosity in
organizing this event. Thank you to
all the participants who made this
a day full of happy memories for
everyone.

DREAM CANVAS
The DREAM canvas was inspired and created by Crown Wards from the Dufferin/Halton/Peel
Crown Ward Education Championship Team (CWECT) to encourage other youth to never
give up on their dreams, their hopes and their goals for who they want to be and what they
want to achieve for their future.
The canvas symbolizes the creativity, talent and beautiful dreams of a bright future that all
our youth possess.
It is a physical representation of the youth voice and an expression of hope, strength,
determination and resiliency. It embodies a statement of courage for youth to pursue their
dreams in the midst of every obstacle they face and is a call to youth to seek the help they
need from caring adults who will guide and support them on their journey. It represents the
diversity and freedom of expression for all youth in care.
Please contact Tina at 905-635-0707 for your copy of the DREAM canvas.
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Joan has logged thousands of
hours over the 30 years she’s
spent volunteering for the
Halton CAS. She’s coached
young women in labour,
cuddled babies, pored over
paperwork, and shared her
experience at the board table.
Through it all, she’s raised her
own family and worked fulltime, leaving evenings and
weekends for her fun time.
“Most long-term volunteers
will tell you, ‘I get more out of
it than I put in,’” Joan says. “I
always say that I’m very selfish
to volunteer. This is my fun
time.”
Joan began with the Halton
CAS in 1984 and has been
volunteering on and off since
then, sometimes a little,
sometimes a lot. Her early focus
was supporting pregnant teens.
She would support a young
woman through her pregnancy
as well as through whatever
came next, whether adoption or
first experiences as a parent.
Joan says that back then
everyone pitched in. Joan once
planned to be a social worker
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and did her schooling in that
area, but worked only a short
time in the field before turning
her attention to raising a family.
She says work now done only
by workers was once done by
volunteers. “We were involved
with interviews, the intake
process, even supervised visits
in protection situations. The
Society is much more structured
today.”
Joan’s greatest memories were
made when she was able to
support the teens through
labour and birth. “One of
the first girls I was involved
with had me there when the
baby was born. They passed
the baby to me and it was an
amazing moment. Anytime I
get to spend time with the wee
ones is a great time for me.”
Today, Joan is proud of her
colleagues on the Halton CAS
board. “Everybody is really
into this,” she says. “This is a
real working board, very highcalibre. And we have workers
and managers coming in to
give us the real deal stories.
It’s not just about budget

and strategic planning.” Her
appreciation extends to the
people she calls “CAS heroes”
– the kids themselves, and
the talented staff. She makes
special mention of the foster
parents who are on the job 24/7
– for better or worse. “I find
the courage exhibited by foster
parents who do this year after
year, sometimes for decades,
is absolutely amazing. Even
when everything works out for
the best and one of their kids
is adopted or goes back to an
improved family situation, a
little piece of their hearts goes
with him or her.”
Joan says the Halton CAS is a
protective presence that offers
continuity in the community.
“People in Halton know CAS is
there. They know they can pick
up the phone for themselves,
for a neighbour, for their
brother, or a friend and they
will be treated with respect and
confidentiality. It’s not the end
of the world. Since CAS workers
have been out there in the
community and in the schools,
so much has changed. People
know support is there.”

Thanks to our Supporters!
Without the ongoing generous support of individuals, corporations and organizations in our
community, we would be unable to provide the needed programs and services for the children and
youth in Halton. The staff, volunteers and Board of Directors sincerely thank each of our donors!
While we don’t have enough space to recognize every donor to CAFH, the following lists some of
the supporters that made a significant donation of more than $500 in the past year.

President’s Circle: Aqua-Tech Sales & Marketing • Elizabeth Interiors Ltd & Liz @ Home • Longo Brothers Fruit Markets Inc •

Oakville Community Foundation • Michael O’Sullivan • Pioneer Family Pools • TD Bank • The Home Depot Canada Foundation

Partners: Richard & Lily Bellm • Freedom 55 Financial • Hadrian Manufacturing Inc. • Teresa Longo • Magnes Group Inc. •

Mercedez Benz Oakville • Moen Inc. • National Bank of Canada • John & Karen Neal • Bill & Laurie Palamar • George Prieksaitis &
Asa Sjoberg • Roach Family Real Estate • Sears Canada Inc. • Williams Distinctive Gems
Champions: A1 Active Automotive • Reya Ali-Dabydeen & Christina Li • Aub & Marsha Baillie • Alain Baird & Krista Dietrich •
The Beard Family • Marilyn & Chef Mike Benninger • Tina Blatchford • Burlington Fitness & Racquet Club • Burlington Nissan
• Burlington Toyota Scion • Cherishomes Living • CHML Children’s Fund • Chum Charitable Foundation • CIT Canada • Rick &
Suzanne Craven • Credit Valley Conservation Authority • Norm & Tracy Crook • Peter Cutts • Norrie Davidson & Brad Warren • Ian
& Mandy Deakin • Deloitte LLP • Darren & Lisa Deschamps • Mark & Gisele Dunsford • Lisa & Louis Duranleau • Eddieo’s Limited
• Enhance Cosmetic Centre & Spa • Ernst & Young Partners • Fairview Chrysler • Geotab • Phil & Denise Grimes • Halton CAS •
Halton Honda • Hatch Ltd • Chris & Shannon Hauser • Diana Howard • Dave & Michelle Jamieson • Stephanie & Jeff Lamont • Nancy
MacGillivray & Steven Witherspoon • Manulife Financial • Keith & Lyanne Matcham • Mattamy Homes Limited • Doug & Kathleen
McPhie • Milton Real Estate Group • Tim & Vanessa Morrison • Mosey & Mosey Insurance Agency • Nationwide Appraisal Services
Inc. • James & Kim Nenniger • Pace Performance • Karin Pasma • Lucien Pinet & Brizzy Castano • Pioneer Energy • RBC Wealth
Management Dominion Securities • RBC Financial Group • RBC Royal Bank • Michael & Susanne Robins • Brad Rooke • Fred &
Irene Shlapak • Cory & Sarah Wilson-Side • Roy Sieben • Diane Sinhuber • The Land Survey Group • Third Octet Inc • Janet Truant
• Westcon Group • Jodi & Charles Younger
Change Makers: Sally Aitken & Blake MacAskill • Pierre & Darlene Alexander • Tori Allen • Jerry & Yasmin Antonio • George &
Di Baptist • Chris & Marion Barrett • Burlington Central High School • Robert Chaffey • Maureen Charlton • Candice Chow & Jan
Klakura • Ian & Maria Clark • Cogeco Cable Canada LP • Ezio & Kathleen Crescenzi • Rob & Sandra Cross • Genevieve Delaney •
John & Tracey DiCesare • Frank & Azniv Lochan Family Foundation • John & Kim Gibson • Greater Toronto Custom Windows Corp.
• Cameron Guest & Tracey Colella • Gunding & Hans LLP • Jonathan & Diane Harty • Paul & Stephanie Helewa • House & Home
• Trevor & Sharlaine Howes • Ingenuity Development Inc • Steve Leyland • Daniel Ling & Daisy Wen • Jim & Nikki Lishman • Mike
& Kim MacAdam • Scott Mackintosh • Terry & Terri Martyniuk • Myron & Pam Molenda • Ravinder Miker • OBCSS - Ken Macfie
• Emily Palamar • Ed Quinn & Jennifer Binnington • Jason & Lia Roy • Jonathan Santos • Brad Saunders • SB Partners LLP • Chris
& Jenn Scott • Joyce See • Gordy Singh • SmartMeds Pharmacy Inc • Stitch It Canada’s Tailor Inc • Taiga Building Products • The
Benefits Edge • The Optimist Club of Burlington • The Winch Group Inc • Unifor Local 707 • Jeff & Jacqueline Usher • Kelly Walters
& Family • Reg Watson & Mary Ann Stallings • Doug & Lynn Wilson • YourCause LLC
In Memory of: Mary Hawley • Aidan Beard • George Reardon • David Worrall • Kenneth Irwin • Ben Yacula • Paul Lesarge
In Honour of: Andrea • Miss Bortkiewicz • Krista & Alain Baird • Cory Side
In Recognition of: Emma Quesnel
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