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Message from the President
This coming year marks the 25th anniversary of the incorporation of the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton (CAFH). For
25 years the CAFH has been committed to raising funds to improve and enhance the lives of children and youth being
served by the Halton Children’s Aid Society (Halton CAS).
Although the basic needs of the youth in care are covered by the Halton CAS, the Society also offers programs structured
to provide vital skills and enrichment opportunities as well as formal educational enrolment. These programs often
suffer from insufficient funding or no funding at all. It is for this reason the CAFH focuses its work on providing opportunities that open the door to creating a better future for them. Many of these programs are quite simple such as lifeskills
training, tutoring, post-secondary education, sports, recreation and summer camps. We fundraise so young people can
have some fun in their lives, discover their strengths and strive for a better life than the one they’ve been given.
Since 1990, with the support of generous and caring donors, we have raised and distributed over $4.2 million in support
of the Halton CAS. As an organization, a Board and a community, we are proud that the work we do to raise funds for our
children and youth makes a significant and positive difference in their lives.
As we enter the upcoming 2014/2015 fiscal year, the Board would like to thank the staff, foster parents and volunteers
of the Halton CAS for their work in so many areas including nurturing children, youth and families, helping to keep them
focused, giving them direction and hope for the future. This is why we are here - because we believe in this work and
that every child and youth deserves the right to a life free of violence and fear.
To our donors, you are making a meaningful difference. We invite you to read some of the success stories, review Board
governance enhancements and learn about our new investment fund aimed at ensuring every dollar raised will go
directly to the cause in future years.
Thank you,

Chris Scott
President
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Message from the Executive Director
You’re the One. Thank you. This message is for you!
Each year when we take time to reflect on the work that has been done and review the successes and challenges
experienced we are amazed at how busy the year has been. No matter the occasion, it’s always the people we think of
most, the ones that make the difference in our work, who keep us focused, grounded and inspired. This year was no
exception. As we close the books on the 24th year of the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton (CAFH) we have some great
reasons to celebrate and some wonderful memories with heroes all around us.
We are so fortunate to have people who actively contribute to life at the CAFH in many different ways—donors,
sponsors, volunteers, Board members, staff, and of course the children and youth themselves who bring to life the goals
and inspirations of everyone involved. In 2013/2014 we were thrilled with a monumental Stardust Gala, sold a property
and invested significant funds to sustain our future, enjoyed a new event in the Milton Family Fun Run, welcomed an
increase in the number of donors who joined our cause and assisted a record breaking number of youth in pursuing postsecondary education. Everyone involved in attaining this list of accomplishments and more is the reason we celebrate
wonderful opportunities and why we are recognizing YOU in our 25th year – “You’re the One” and we can’t thank you
enough!
Another major accomplishment is being celebrated by the Halton Children’s Aid Society (Halton CAS). Congratulations on
reaching 100 years of service to children, youth and families and our sincere thanks to you for “A Century of Caring and
More.”
In its 100th Annual Report the Halton CAS noted its focus on parenting older youth who are transitioning out of care and
their renewed commitment to successfully launching youth into adulthood with lifelong connections, education and
lifeskills. Indeed, these needs are the largest part of the budget we work towards each year and we appreciate the many
individuals, corporations and foundations that understand our plea and reach out in support.
As we look forward to our 25th year I’d like to thank the Board of Directors of the CAFH for their dedication and
contributions to the organization. I would also like to thank the staff, foster parents and volunteers of the Halton CAS for
their work with children, youth and families and for providing great hope for the future.
To our donors and volunteers, thank you! Without you there would be no CAFH. You help us sustain vital programs,
provide life-changing opportunities and create wonderful memories.
Thank you for believing in us,

Tina Blatchford
Executive Director
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Executive Summary
The fundraising world is no different to any other competitive sales, retail or marketing business. We must be constantly
on top of current trends, trying to determine the best way to capture the attention of the community and make others
buy into what we do. In Halton that’s quite
a challenge. We have a number of
Third Party
worthwhile causes and reputable charities,
Events
including four hospitals in our area, two of
7%
which are undergoing major capital
campaigns. Add a local natural disaster and
Property sale
there is perhaps more competition than
Stardust Gala
35%
ever for hard-earned dollars.
31%

Sources of Revenue

Individual
However, we firmly believe in the work that
Donations
we do and so we continue to reach out. The
8%
stories and successes of the children and
Bingo
1%
youth we support lend authenticity to the
cause and our donors and volunteers trust
Corporate
Rental Income
us. Now in our 25th year we have a strong
Sponsorship Grant Writing
3%
10%
5%
reputation for experience, integrity and
efficiency and these are things we don’t
take lightly. Once again the loyal supporters of the CAFH, along with many new advocates, have given us an exciting year
of fundraising, special events and community support. We have seen growth of 15% in the overall revenue from each of
our fundraising areas, with the exception of Bingo. After 25 years of participating at the Bingo Connection in Burlington,
but with a well publicized steady decline in revenue, we decided not to renew the gaming license. We’d like to add a
special thank you to all the volunteers and managers at the Bingo
Connection and to the many players whose funds
have helped pay for various programs and, in particular, supported the properties we’ve owned over the years.

We’ve also seen a 5% increase in the number of donors and donation transactions. This speaks volumes in this ambitious
climate and we renew our commitment to ensuring donors know their funds are not only crucial to the well-being and
success of the children and youth we serve, but that stewardship of their gift is a priority for the CAFH.
This year our annual signature event, the Stardust Gala, was record breaking and breathtaking! The event at St. Joseph’s
Banquet & Conference Centre in Oakville saw
us celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the
Halton CAS and guests came ready to get in
the spirit, enjoy the delicious food prepared by
Sheridan College and spend generously. We
were beyond thrilled as we watched the event
11%
thermometer surpass the goal we set. Close to
26%
$70,000 was raised on the spot for post63%
secondary bursaries and the entire event
raised net proceeds of $130,000! We are so
grateful to everyone involved.

Expense Allocation

Charitable Purpose
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Executive Summary
This year we continued to align our strategic plan with the needs identified by the
Halton CAS. This included the sale of two properties previously used as group homes.
After much research and deliberation, the CAFH Board agreed the best use of this
revenue would be an investment in the future of the organization. Wishing to create a
type of legacy for the education of future young people in need the Board of Directors
chose to invest with the Oakville Community Foundation. As this fund grows, the
interest will be directed to the administrative and fundraising costs of the CAFH,
meaning 100% of every gift will be directed to the needs of the children and youth we
serve. A clear message to our donors that we value every penny we receive.
At our Board Retreat we reviewed our strategic plan and focused on the skills and
contributions of our members, allowing us to channel energy to the strength of the We are proud to be an Agency
team. We also agreed our biggest challenge continues to be the raising of substantial Foundation established under
funds. We know corporate donations could be improved upon and that we need to the umbrella of the Oakville
expand our circle of contacts. Increasing corporate sponsorship, specifically in recogniCommunity Foundation.
tion of our 25th year, is a main target. We are hopeful that with various social media
channels, the enthusiasm of the Board will spread its way throughout the GTA. Similarly,
the “You’re the One” video was created to recognize existing contributors and highlight the role of everyone in the
community to support children and youth in need. We hope individuals, some of whom will be decision makers in
corporations and foundations who take the time to view the video, will be compelled to get involved and join our team.
Again in this past year we recognized some of the key contributors who have been with us for years and inducted them to
our Ambassadors Circle. This group is an extension of our Board of Directors; they reach out to their colleagues and
contacts and share the message of need and the ways people can contribute. It’s also our way of saying how much we
appreciate the outstanding level of support we’ve received from these individuals—they have believed in our cause for
many years and succeeded in giving wonderful opportunities to many, many children and youth.
We are still faced with the reality that the age of children and youth in care in Halton presents a real funding challenge.
75% of children and youth in care are over 12 years of age, and as in any home, that is where most funds are required—
for education, lifeskills and independence training.
So here we are, 24 years under our belt and living our mission to enrich the lives of children, youth and families. Together
we are making a real and meaningful difference and we encourage everyone to join our cause. We thank you for your
trust and your contributions, for providing opportunities so children and youth can experience confidence, hope and
success and for giving the gift of essential tools so our community may prosper.
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Who We Are
Our Mission
Through fundraising and community partnerships, the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton enriches the lives of children,
youth and families, enabling them to thrive and reach for tomorrow.

Our Focus
The Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton (CAFH) was founded in 1990 as a non-profit, charitable organization to raise
funds for the Halton Children's Aid Society (Halton CAS). Funds raised allow the Halton CAS to provide additional services
that enhance the lives of abused and neglected children living in Halton.
The Halton CAS is mandated by provincial legislation to provide protection to children and youth from various forms of
abuse and neglect. This protection can be either short- or long-term services for children of all ages, with the goal of
permanent care, either living in their own homes or in alternative placements such as adoption.
The provincial government provides funding for food, shelter and other basic needs for children in the care of a children’s
aid society.
Funds provided by the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton are used for post-secondary education, after school
recreational and educational programs, summer camp, assisting youth in the transition to adulthood independent of the
Halton CAS, providing homes for teens in transition and offering opportunities for children to experience typical
childhood joys that enable young people to thrive.

The Need in Halton
Children come to our attention at the most traumatic
times in their lives. The Halton Children’s Aid Society is
involved because there is a child or youth in need of
protection. Children and youth come into foster care because there is no one else to turn to.

Children and Youth in Care
in Halton
31%
38%
31%

It is clear that the number of youth outweighs other age
groups. Our challenge for the coming years will be to sustain existing programs and increase capacity to meet the
needs of older youth.

0 - 12

13 - 17

18 - 20

It is our responsibility to give these young people the same
opportunities all children and youth deserve—to ensure
they are given the tools to reach their full potential and
become productive members of the community.
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Who We Are
Our Vision
The Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton provides the resources to help children,
youth and families thrive.

Our Values
We value a society where every child is cherished and respected. In efforts to
fulfill its Mission and Vision, the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton conducts
board governance, fund development and fund distribution in a professional,
ethical manner. We are accountable and transparent to donors and maintain a
vested interest in the success of the programs offered by the Halton Children’s
Aid Society and the achievements of the children, youth and families served.

Our Relationship to the Halton Children’s Aid Society
A volunteer Board of Directors oversees the business of the Children’s Aid
Foundation of Halton, its fundraising activities and fund disbursements.
The Board of Directors ensures the business of the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton is conducted in keeping with its
values.
The Senior Executives of the Halton Children’s Aid Society make an annual request for
funding to the Board of the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton. Funds are directed to
crucial programs managed by staff of the Society and delivered to children and youth in
need within the Region of Halton.
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Financial Summary and Key Statistics
This is a condensed statement.
Full financial statements, audited by Deloitte & Touche LLP, are available upon request.

Revenue

2013/2014

2012/13

Donations and Special Events

$ 609,014 *

$ 414,601 *

Other

$ 42,643

$ 101,961

Total Revenue

$ 651,657

$ 516,562

Donations to the Halton
Children’s Aid Society

$ 276,243

$ 171,581

Charitable Purpose

$ 22,797

$

Special Events & Fundraising

$ 122,547

$ 100,431

Administration and
Management Expenses

$ 49,855

$

Total Expenses

$ 471,442

$ 393,982

$ 180,215

$ 122,580

Expenses

95%
of children/youth
remain in their own
home and do not
come
into care

(Deficiency) Excess of Expenses
over Revenue

76,305

45,665

* Includes one-time gains of $212,635 (2013/14) and $ 143,142 (2012/13) from sale of group homes

Halton CAS Service Statistics

2013/2014

2012/13

2011/12

4,977

4,755

5,056

Number of Families Receiving Ongoing Services

296

306

234

Total Number of Children and Youth in Care

159

162

176

2,114

2,310

2,238

Young Adults (aged 18-21) Supported in Transitioning to
Independence

65

69

69

Number of Enrollments in Tutoring Programs*

56

91

87

Number of Youth Awarded Bursaries

35

23

25

$198,790

$197,540

$157,840

Total Children and Youth Served

Number of Investigations Completed

Total Amount of Bursary Dollars Awarded
*Data provided for April 1, 2012 to October 31, 2012 as Kumon program ended October 2012
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Special Events

Greg Pace and the Bikes for Kids team
delivered 40 bikes and more for
Christmas, a value of $13,000!
TigerTel Oakville Charity Dragon Boat
Festival
Raised$35,000
Over $3,900 for the CAFH!

The Winch Group Equipment Drive
Raised over $1,350 for the CAFH!

Scrap Cares
Raised $1,600 for the CAFH!

Krista’s Run Around the Bay
Raised $1,325 for the CAFH!

The Magnes Charity Golf Classic
Raised $50,000
$6,500 for the CAFH!

Burlington Fitness & Racquet Club
Jo Dutra Memorial Tournament
Raised over $4,000 for the CAFH!

Rebecca’s Gift
Toys, Gift Cards and Cash
Raised $8,000 for the CAFH!

Milton Family Fun Run
Raised over $7,000 for the CAFH!

Halton Children’s Aid Society Staff
Raised over $7,100 for the CAFH!

Seasonal Assistance Recipients
500+

Raised $130,000!
Raised $78,000
$19,500 for the CAFH!
Providing Resources to Help Children, Youth and Families Thrive
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Awards
The Inspiration Award
Created to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the CAFH, this award recognizes an individual or group who contributes to
the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton through their boundless enthusiasm, creativity and hard work on behalf of the
children and youth of Halton.
Petrina Nesbitt, Event Chair and Merritt Goddard, Founder—Chuckles for Charity
In 2007 Merritt chose a few key charitable partners to help create his vision of a Chuckles for Charity fundraising event.
Petrina, a colleague of Merritt’s, first at Assante and now at RBC Dominion Securities, became the right hand woman for
Merritt’s audacious idea. Together they make a striking team and the event has risen to great levels through their
commitment and generosity.
Years later Chuckles for Charity has raised net proceeds of over $500,000 for the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton,
Community Living Oakville, Kerr Street Ministries, The Goddard Group Foundation and Start2Finish.

Past Recipients
The Dragon Boat Festival Steering Committee of the Rotary Club of Oakville Trafalgar—2012
Greg Pace and the Bikes for Kids Team—2011
The Costa Family—2010

The McPhie Award
In 2007, the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton introduced the McPhie Award in recognition of the significant
contribution made to the organization by Doug McPhie, former President and long-standing member of the Board of
Directors. The award, in recognition of outstanding and unselfish dedication to the Foundation’s Board of Directors and
the children and youth in care of the Halton Children’s Aid Society, is presented to individuals that have exhibited similar
qualities and efforts on behalf of the CAFH. The award also has a bursary attached to it that is presented to a Youth in
Care of the Halton CAS who emulates the same strength of character and a strong desire to pursue a post-secondary
education in their chosen field.
Ken and Pearl Moffat
As parents, Ken and Pearl both knew the challenges and rewards of raising children and were aware of the struggles
young people face when transitioning into adulthood. When they reached out to the CAFH their goal was to help a youth
who may not have family to support them or the means to fund their own education.
Since 2009 these generous philanthropists have contributed to the education of two of our Crown wards, one attended
Conestoga College and the other attended McMaster University. We are thankful for Ken and Pearl’s leadership and
caring—you have truly provided life changing opportunities for our youth.

Past Recipients
 Tammy Davey-Weibe—2012



 Don Pangman—2011



 Phil Grimes—2010



Derek Zwiep—2009
Mandy Deakin—2008
Doug McPhie—2007

Providing Resources to Help Children, Youth and Families Thrive
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Youth Profile
Meet Nathan
Nathan came into care at the age of 14 as a result of his behaviours and family situation. At that time his grades were
mediocre. Nathan was identified with a learning disability and an individual education plan was developed specifically for
him. He was placed in a treatment program and, due to the concerns regarding behaviour and academics, Nathan
participated in two separate educational programs until he demonstrated he could attend regular high school on a fulltime basis, which Nathan was very eager to do. He was transitioned into the regular high school program in Grade 11. At
that time he decided he did not want the accommodations set out in the individual education plan and registered in
University-level courses.
In Grade 12, Nathan received the Year IV Honours, which is given to students who have received a minimum average of
80% in their best six courses. He also had the 6th highest grade point average for his class and attended his graduation
ceremony in November 2012.
Nathan was able to achieve all of this while living in a group home, attending counseling and transitioning to a semiindependent program. He utilized all of the supports available to him, both through the Society and school. Nathan was
President of the Athletic Council, Co-Captain of the Basketball Team and Chair of the Camp Committee. He actively
played basketball and volunteered his time helping under-privileged children learn to play basketball.
In October 2012, Nathan turned 18, transitioned into extended care and maintenance with the Society and has been
living independently ever since. Nathan applied to five colleges and was offered acceptance at each one. He applied for a
bursary with the Halton Children’s Aid Society in May of 2013 and was successful. Nathan is currently enrolled in the
Paralegal Program at Algonquin College where he started in September 2013.
For his dedication and hard work, Nathan earned the Magnes Group Award for Excellence in 2013.

159
Total number of
children and
youth in care
in 2013/14

56
number of
enrollments in
FUTURES
educational program
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Special Thanks
Without the ongoing generous support* of individuals, corporations and organizations in our community, we would be unable
to provide the needed programs and services for the children and youth in Halton. The staff, volunteers and Board of Directors
sincerely thank each of our donors!

President’s Circle
The Barwick Family Foundation

Elizabeth Law Interiors Limited

Sherritt International Corporation

Partners
Reya Ali-Dabydeen & Christina Li
Andrew & Kathy Damrell
Doug & Kathleen McPhie
John & Valerie Petrachek

Aub & Marsha Baillie
Freedom 55 Financial
Moen Inc.
Rotary Club of Oakville Trafalgar

Richard & Lily Bellm
Diana Howard
Oakville Community Foundation
Sears Canada Inc.

Champions
Appleby College
Mike & Marilyn Benninger
Scott & Susanne Burrows
Rick & Suzanne Craven
John & Tracy Di Cesare
Georgetown District High School
Hatch Ltd.
Dave & Michelle Jamieson
Manulife Financial
Merry Maids of Oakville
Ryan Neske
Bill & Laurie Palamar
RBC Foundation
Jim & Dee Sarvinis
Robert Shier
Jeff & Joanne Sutton
WW Works Inc.

Assumption Roman Catholic S.S.
Tina Blatchford
CHML Children’s Fund
Credit Valley Conservation Authority
Krista Dietrich & Alain Baird
Mark & Martha Grunwald
Doug Howard
Patricia Johns
Keith & Lyanne Matcham
Greg & Linda Micklas
Richard Nester
Parkgate Financial Group
Michael & Suzanne Robins
Sheridan College
Paul & Lisa Silvestri
Westcon Canada Group

Cindy & Paul Avis
Gord Briggs
CHUM Charitable Foundation
Ian & Mandy Deakin
Lisa Duranleau
Halton Honda
Jennifer Howard & Nils Kravis
Nancy MacGillivray & Steven Witherspoon
Kevin & Sophie McLaughlin
Nationwide Appraisal Services Inc.
Oakville Audi
George Prieksaitis
Jason & Lia Roy
Wendy Sherren
Jim & Joy Slattery
Widex Canada Ltd.

Change Makers
Chris & Marion Barrett
Catherine & James Clancy
Dynamic Funds
Fengate Capital Management
Dave Kington
Iain McMullan
Debbie Sawka
STRONE
Brad Warren & Norrie Davidson

Michael & Shirley Brandt
Peter Cutts
Bonnie & Ray Easterbrook
Geotab Inc.
Stephanie & Jeff Lamont
Don Pangman
SB Partners
Taiga Building Products
Wade Weppler

Candice Chow & Jan Klakura
Grant DeMarsh
Faith United Milton
Hathaway Renovations
Frank & Azniv Lochan Family Foundation
Ryan Robertson
Chris & Jenn Scott
Christian Thibault
Lynn & Doug Wilson
* Charitable donations over $500 have been published.
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Special Thanks
In Memory of Bill Dodd
Many of us knew Bill in his role as Marshall at the annual Dragon Boat Festival. What we appreciated in particular about
Bill was his ability, in addition to his “official” role, to make time for our youth—paying quiet attention to their questions
and excited comments, re-directing their energy and enthusiasm and making them feel welcome. He accepted young
people at face value and offered direction, patience, a corny joke and even reprimands where needed. Watching these
interactions play out, we formed a much fuller understanding of Bill’s complete contribution to this special day for our
youth.
We gratefully accepted the $5,000 donation this year in Bill’s name, made possible by his friends, family, and extend our
heartfelt sympathy to everyone who feel this loss. We know Bill believed wholeheartedly in the work we do and this gift
will be used to make a meaningful difference in the lives of the children and youth we serve.
It is equally important for the CAFH to convey to those who gave so generously, that we received this gift with sincere
appreciation and respect for Bill—he was a favourite of ours at the CAFH. We cherish the happy memories he created for
the volunteers at Dragon Boat and we especially give thanks on behalf of the youth he inspired.

Pictured above are Ian Ferguson Rotary Club of Oakville Trafalgar (RCOT),
Tina Blatchford Children's Aid Foundation of Halton Executive Director,
Nancy MacGillvray Halton Children's Aid Society Executive Director, Lisa
Dodd and Bill Koopman President RCOT.
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Ways to Support the CAFH
There are many ways donors and sponsors can help us provide the financial support we need to let kids be kids, including:












Donating to specific programs such as Summer Camp.
Supporting our Bursary Program and sponsoring a youth through their choice of post-secondary education.
Directing a general donation to CAFH to be used where the need is greatest.
Adopting a group home – call or e-mail us for details.
Establishing group sponsorship in the workplace through social events or employee payroll deductions.
Organizing and hosting your own fundraisers such as a golf tournament.
Leaving a legacy through planned giving.
Sponsoring and/or attending our special events.
Contributing in-kind gifts – please call us to find out our greatest need.
Volunteering time and skills to support our fundraising activities.
Visiting our website at www.cafh.ca or by calling 905-635-0707 for more details.

Planned Giving
By remembering CAFH in your charitable giving or estate plans you have the special opportunity to transform the lives of
hundreds of young people by giving hope for a bright future. Your consideration also allows you to plan for your family,
and your future, while maximizing tax and estate benefits.
For information on how you can change a life for the better, or create your own legacy, please contact Tina Blatchford,
Executive Director, at 905-635-0707.

35

$198,790

youth received bursaries
to attend post-secondary
education

in bursary funds awarded
by Halton CAS

Providing Resources to Help Children, Youth and Families Thrive
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Leadership
2013/2014 Board of Directors
Executive Committee

Ambassadors Circle
These leading advocates for the Foundation continue to
provide consistent support for our cause, significant financial
contributions and leadership in the community.



Chris Scott, President



Krista Dietrich, Vice President



Stephanie Lamont, Treasurer



Reya Ali-Dabydeen



Susanne Burrows, Secretary *



Aub & Marsha Baillie ** 



Marilyn Benninger, Communications



Chris Barrett



Steve Leyland **



Wendy Sherren, Past President



Richard Bellm



Keith Matcham



Candice Chow



Kathleen & Doug McPhie



Chris Clinning



Greg Pace **



Tammy Davey-Wiebe



Don Pangman



Mandy Deakin



Wendy Sherren **



Kimberley Edwards



Rob Shier



Phil Grimes



Don Vince **



Jonathan Harty



Lynn Wilson

Directors


Chris Barrett



Norrie Davidson *



Phil Grimes, Halton CAS liaison



Lisa Roach



Michael Robins



Julie Sergi



Chris Hines
Dave Kington

** 2014 Inductees

Leadership Team
Tina Blatchford
Executive Director

Derek Evans
Director of Finance

Lisa Janssen
Management Assistant
* Norrie Davidson became Secretary in June 2014

Through fundraising and community partnerships, the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton enriches the lives of
children, youth and families, enabling them to thrive and reach for tomorrow.

www.cafh.ca
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1445 Norjohn Court, Unit 1
Burlington, ON L7L 0E6
T: 905-635-0707
www.facebook.com/CAFHalton

Twitter: @CAFHalton
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