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Annual Report 2011/2012 
Message from the President  

and Executive Director 

 

This past year has been one of renewal and revitalization for the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton (CAFH) as the Board 

of Directors reached capacity and kicked into gear with great energy and enthusiasm. At our annual retreat we focused 

on the direction of the organization and how to align the needs of the Halton Children’s Aid Society (Halton CAS) with the 

messaging, fundraising and governance of the CAFH. It’s been an exciting year and, with a fresh Strategic Plan created to 

start a new year, we feel motivated for more positive growth in the near future.  
 
Meanwhile, the sub-committees, led by Board members, are working hard generating interest and support from around 

the GTA. When we sit down at the end of the year to report on revenue sources it’s simply amazing to see just how many 

individuals, corporations and groups have connected with us to make a donation. It means people believe in what we do, 

and in turn offer their support of the work that is done by the staff of the Halton Children’s Aid Society.  
 
The Stardust Gala continues to be the centerpiece of our fundraising activities. We chose a new venue in 2012 and look 

forward to even more success in beautiful Bronte Harbour in the Spring of 2013. Once again we appreciate the full 

support of the community as they offer in-kind donations to make this event a first class, not-to-be-missed evening!  
 
Now to the children and youth we assist and the reason the Foundation exists. So many of these young people have 

faced great challenges but losing their parents, sometimes siblings and extended families too, is probably their biggest 

heartbreak. They are vulnerable, sometimes anxious and often angry, but they are also extremely resilient, adaptable 

and incredibly strong. To our kids we’d like to say hang in there, keep up the good work and remind them people really 

do care. We would also like to pay great respect and a huge and heartfelt thank you to the staff, foster parents and 

volunteers of the Halton CAS for their work in nurturing our youth and helping to keep them focused, giving direction 

and hope for the future.   
 
This is why we are here—because we believe in this work and that every child has the right to a happy childhood. 

Competition for charitable dollars is fierce, but so is our passion for helping children and youth overcome hardships and 

receive opportunities to create a new life for themselves.  
 
We truly appreciate the loyalty and continued support of our donors and we invite you to read the success stories 

included in this annual report. This is the source of our momentum as we strive to fulfill our mission—to enrich the lives 

of children in need today, enabling them to reach for tomorrow.  
 
Thank you,        Thank you, 

   

 
 
 
 

Wendy Sherren       Tina Blatchford 
President        Executive Director 
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Annual Report 2011/2012 
Executive Summary 

 

Last year the economy “cooled off” and the Canadian Non-profit Fundraising Study reported 54% of charities 

made their targets and that cash donations were down by .01%. Within this climate, we are very grateful to 

note the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton is among the successful organizations that reached their goal 

and, in doing so, saw an increase in cash donations of 7.5%, excluding last year’s one-time contribution from 

Transitions for Youth.  
 
We have been able to count on our loyal 

contributors to keep giving, while we 

reached out to new individuals and groups 

to join our cause. We consider ourselves 

incredibly fortunate to have enthusiastic 

and generous people engaged with this 

organization, supporting a cause that is 

unique to Halton and changing the lives of 

children and youth who would almost 

certainly be lost without the funding 

provided by the CAFH and the crucial work 

of the Halton Children’s Aid Society.  
 
We saw a tremendous increase in support from Third Party fundraisers this past year—some fabulous grass 

roots organizations, service clubs, 

churches and schools chose the CAFH as 

a beneficiary of their creative events.  

 

There was also a marked increase in the 

number of corporate sponsors, giving us 

great hope for the future. As always, it’s 

the individuals with their own stories 

and reasons for giving that make the 

difference to what we do. People that 

want to give back because of their own 

personal experience is what makes us 

so very aware that what we do is just a tiny part of a big world with so many challenges, but what we do 

counts and together we are changing lives for the better!  
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Annual Report 2011/2012 
Executive Summary 

 

With a full Board of Directors in place, we are now moving forward in pursuit of more donors to join us, more 

corporations to recognize the benefits of supporting our children and youth and more initiatives to help sustain the vital 

programs we fund. 
 
In the Spring of 2012, we started work on a new 3 - 5 year Strategic Plan and we’re very excited! Together we set the 

following goals: To be the Charity of Choice in Halton, be effective, efficient and sustainable! With a number of 

objectives in place, we are on track to welcome the new fiscal year and continue with the momentum we’ve enjoyed in 

recent years. 

 
Also in this past year we recognized some of the key contributors who have been with us for many years by creating the 

Ambassadors Circle. This group will act as an extension of our Board of Directors to reach out to their colleagues and 

contacts and share the message of need and the ways in which people can contribute. It’s also our way of saying how 

much we appreciate the outstanding level of support we’ve received from these individuals—they have believed in our 

cause for many years and succeeded in giving wonderful opportunities to many, many children and youth.  

 
This brings us to today. We are still faced with 

the reality that the age of children and youth 

in care in Halton presents a real funding 

challenge. The number of teenagers and 

young adults continues to represent well over 

70% of all those in care and, as in any home, 

that is where most funds are required—for 

education, life skills and independence 

training. However, it’s exactly this issue that 

attracts our donors; they see the importance 

of education and keeping our youth involved 

and active in their community. 

  
We strongly believe we are making a 

difference and we will continue to work hard 

to make everyone else believe that too. We 

also work in hope that these young people 

will arrive at adulthood having received the 

same opportunities all children and youth deserve and that they will be filled with hope and enthusiasm to become 

contributing members of the thriving and caring community of Halton. 

Halton Region continues to be one of Ontario’s fastest growing 
regions with a 12% increase in child population 

2006 = 89,975 | 2011 = 10,787 
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Annual Report 2011/2012 
Who We Are 

 

Our Mission 
Through fundraising and community partnerships, the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton enriches the lives of children, 

youth and families, enabling them to thrive and reach for tomorrow.  

 

Our Focus 
The Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton (CAFH) was founded in 1990 as a non-profit, charitable organization to raise 

funds for the Halton Children's Aid Society (Halton CAS). Funds raised allow the Halton CAS to provide additional services 

that enhance the lives of abused and neglected children living in Halton.  
 
The Halton Children’s Aid Society is mandated by provincial legislation to provide protection to children and youth from 

various forms of abuse and neglect. This protection can be either short- or long-term services for children of all ages, with 

the goal of permanent care, either living in their own homes or in alternative placements such as adoption. 
 
The provincial government provides funding for food, shelter and other basic needs for children in the care of a children’s 

aid society. 
 

Funds provided by the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton are used for post-secondary education, after school 

recreational and educational programs, summer camp, assisting youth in the transition to adulthood independent of the 

Halton CAS, providing homes for teens in transition and offering opportunities for children to experience typical 

childhood joys that enable young people to thrive. 

106 
Children and youth attended camp 
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Annual Report 2011/2012 
Who We Are 

 

Our Vision 
The Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton provides the resources to help children, 

youth and families thrive.  

 

Our Values 
We value a society where every child is cherished and respected. In efforts to 

fulfill its Mission and Vision, the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton conducts 

board governance, fund development and fund distribution in a professional, 

ethical manner. We are accountable and transparent to donors and maintain a 

vested interest in the success of the programs offered by the Halton Children’s 

Aid Society, and the achievements of the children, youth and families served. 

 

Our Relationship to the Halton Children’s Aid Society 
A volunteer Board of Directors oversees the business of the Children’s Aid 

Foundation of Halton, its fundraising activities and fund disbursements.  

 

The Senior Executives of the Halton Children’s Aid Society make an annual request for funding to the Board of the 

Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton. Funds are directed to crucial programs that are managed by staff of the 

Halton Children’s Aid Society and delivered to children and youth in need within 

the Region of Halton. 

 

The Board of Directors ensures the business of the Children’s Aid Foundation of 

Halton is conducted in keeping with its values. 
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Annual Report 2011/2012 
Financial Summary and Key Statistics 

 

This is a condensed statement. 
Full financial statements, audited by Deloitte & Touche LLP, are available upon request. 

Revenue 2011/12 2010/11 

   Donations and Special Events $     318,431 $   441,756* 

   Other $       83,313   $       92,449 

   Total Revenue $     401,744 $    534,205 

Expenses   

   Donations to the Halton 
Children’s Aid Society 

  $     220,245 $    277,176 

   Charitable Purpose $       56,764 $      52,641 

   Special Events & Fundraising $       81,214 $      93,183 

   Administration and  
      Management Expenses 

$       50,645 $      48,279 

   Total Expenses $     408,868 $    471,279 

(Deficiency) Excess of Expenses 
over Revenue 

$      (7,124) $        62,926 

Halton CAS Service Statistics 2011/12 2010/11 2009/10 

Total Children and Youth Served 5,752 4,715 5,310 

Number of Families Receiving Ongoing Services 234 233 317 

Average Number of Children and Youth in Care 176 195 233 

Number of Investigations 2,238 1,847 2,146 

Young Adults (aged 18-21) Supported in Transitioning to 
Independence 

69 54 51 

Number of Enrollments in Kumon Program 87 110 51 

Number of Youth Awarded Bursaries 25 32 23 

Total Amount of Bursary Dollars Awarded $157,840 $140,000 $124,000 

* Includes one-time donation of $137,000 from Transitions for Youth 
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Annual Report 2011/2012 
Special Events 

 

 

 

Greg Pace and the Bikes for Kids team 
delivered 71 bikes for Christmas! 

TigerTel Oakville Charity Dragon Boat Festival 
Raised $40,000 

Over $13,000 for the CAFH! 

Raised $90,000 
Over $22,000 for the CAFH! 

Raised over $90,000! 

The Magnes Charity Golf Classic 
Raised $50,000 

$6,500 for the CAFH! 

Scrap Cares 
Spring Charity Scrap Drive 

Raised over $3,000 for the CAFH! 

Red Hawk Racing Team 
Raised $1,000 for the CAFH! 

Burlington Fitness & Racquet Club 
Jo Dutra Memorial Tournament 

Raised over $3,900 for the CAFH! 
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Meet Lindsey 
 
Lindsey came into the care of the Halton Children’s Aid Society when she was 15 years of age during a very challenging 

time of her life. She was very concerned that she had missed a lot of school and was determined to graduate with her 

classmates. In order to achieve her goal Lindsey enrolled in night and summer school courses in addition to day school. 

Therefore, it was no surprise that with this level of determination and hard work, she graduated with her class as an 

Ontario Scholar.  

 
Lindsey went on to attend a social work program at Ryerson University for two years and then decided she wanted to 

explore her interest in business. 

 

She enrolled in George Brown College and graduated from the Executive Assistant Certificate Program in 2011. Lindsey 

continued her studies, returning to Ryerson University to obtain her Project Management Certificate. 

 
Lindsey has retained her interest in business and, in September of 2011, was accepted into the Bachelor of Commerce – 

Business Management program at Ryerson University. 

 
These accomplishments are certainly remarkable, but what is most extraordinary is Lindsey’s dedication to helping others. 

 
Lindsey has been a teaching assistant and, for several years, a peer mentor to youth in care. She has been active in fund-

raising, and has both represented and educated youth in care through her position as a volunteer on the Board of 

Directors for Pelletier Youth in Transitions. She is currently assisting with fundraising for Pelletier and, in her own words, 

has now been able to put into practice the skills she has acquired in both social work and business. 

 
In 2012, Lindsey was awarded the Magnes Group Inc. Award for Excellence for her outstanding contributions to the 

community.  

 

Annual Report 2011/2012 
Youth Profile 
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Awards 

 

The Inspiration Award 
Created to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the CAFH, this award recognizes an individual or group who contributes to 

the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton through their boundless enthusiasm, creativity and hard work on behalf of the 

children and youth of Halton. 
 

Past Recipients 

Greg Pace and the Bike for Kids Team—2011 

Greg Pace did an incredible job to make Christmas 2011 extra special for our 

kids. There wasn't a dry eye in the CAS office when Greg and his team delivered 

71 girls and boys bikes on a chilly December morning, along with helmets and 

locks for each bike.  

 

The Costa Family—2010 

The Costa Family and friends were presented with the Inspiration Award in recognition of their continued commitment 

to assisting with special events. In particular, we recognize their volunteer work at the Stardust Gala and their fantastic 

fundraising efforts and positive attitude at the Dragon Boat Festival 2010. 

 

The McPhie Award 
In 2007, the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton introduced the McPhie Award in recognition of the significant 

contribution made to the organization by Doug McPhie, former President and long standing member of the Board of 

Directors. The award, in recognition of outstanding and unselfish dedication to the Foundation’s Board of Directors and 

to the children and youth in care of the Halton Children’s Aid Society, is presented to individuals that have exhibited 

similar qualities and efforts on behalf of the Foundation. Additionally, the award has a bursary attached to it that is 

presented to a Youth in Care of the Halton CAS who emulates the same strength of character and who also has a strong 

desire to pursue a post-secondary education in their chosen field. 

 

Past Recipients 
 Don Pangman—2011 

 Phil Grimes—2010 

 Derek Zwiep—2009 

 Mandy Deakin—2008 

 Doug McPhie—2007 
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Youth Profile 

 

Meet Katie 
 
Katie came into the care of the Halton Children’s Aid Society ten years ago. Despite the obstacles Katie graduated from 

high school on the honour roll, receiving a special award for having the highest mark in the graduating class for her co-op 

placement. Katie obtained a part-time job in her last semester at high school, choosing to work with other youth who 

have special needs.  

 
After graduating in January 2012, Katie continued to contribute to the community – she became an avid member of the 

YouthSAID group and helped to organize and participate in the Free Hugs Day in Oakville. She has also volunteered for 

several events through our volunteer department, the most recent event being a charity golf tournament.  

 
Katie is determined and motivated to be successful. She surrounds herself with happy and healthy peers and works hard 

to achieve her goals. Katie is clear about what she wants and does what’s needed in order to make things happen. This 

outstanding young lady is gracious, kind, thankful, self-aware and skilled beyond her years.  

 
Katie moved into the next chapter of her life in the fall of 2012, when she started College in the Child and Youth 

Worker Program. 

 
Katie’s determination and work ethic earned her the McPhie Bursary in 2012.  

87 
children and 
youth were 

enrolled in Kumon 
programs 

37 
youth resided in 
one of the CAFHs 

group home 
settings 
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Annual Report—2011/12 
Thanks From Our Kids 

 

A thank you note to the CAFH Board 
 
Thank you to all the people who helped me live out my dream of being the first person in my family to ever go to college. 

Going to college meant the world to me because I wanted to further my education in order to go places in life. These days 

if you don't have at least a college diploma you are not going to be too well off and because of you I have a chance at 

making a great life for myself and the family I will one day have.  

 
My journey through care has been memorable, some 

not so good times that I choose not to focus on, and 

some really great opportunities, fun experiences and 

truly wonderful people. Thank you to everyone who 

has given their time and money to help children like 

me. 

 
So here I am, graduated and ready to start my life 

without Children’s Aid! It’s scary but I’m lucky to have 

some lifelong friends who will always be just a phone 

call away. There are some special people who have 

touched my life. They know who they are – thank you, 

where would I be without you?  
 
Kaley, 21 

 

 

Thank you to Dragon Boat organizers 
 
Courage is a hard thing to figure. You have to have courage if you’ve made a mistake, but you’re not supposed to 

question adults, or your coach or your teacher, because they make the rules. Courage depends on who you are and 

where you come from. Along with Courage you need Honour. Honour is who you are and who you want to be. If you die 

trying for something important then you have both honour and courage and that’s pretty good. I think you should hope 

for courage and try for honour. As kids we have to pray that the people telling us what to do have some too. 

 
I’d like to say thank you to the people who organize the Dragon Boat event because it gives kids like me a chance to 

exercise our courage and a shot at showing everyone that we do have honour.  
 
William, 17 
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Special Thanks 

 

Without the ongoing generous support of individuals*, corporations and organizations in our community we would be unable to 

provide the needed programs and services for the children and youth in Halton. The staff, volunteers and Board of Directors 

sincerely thank each of our donors! 
 

Partners 
Boehringer Ingelheim  CHML Children’s Fund  Chum Charitable Foundation 

Freedom 55 Financial  May Court Club of Oakville Moen Inc.                     

RBC Foundation Rotary Club of Oakville Trafalgar       Sears Canada Inc.                  

Sherritt International Corp Sure Flow Equipment Inc 
  

Champions 
Aon Reed Stenhouse Appleby Landscape Inc. Biox Corporation   

Burlington Fitness & Racquet Club    Chef Mike Benninger Christy’s Gourmet Food Inc. 

Deloitte LLP  Golf Canada Halton Honda   

iGita Yoga Studio Knar Jewellery                                         Life Science Nutritionals Inc.   

Magnes Group Inc Manulife Financial Merry Maids of Oakville 

Multiculture Bevco Inc. Navistar Canada Inc. Opie Marketing Group Inc.                 

Parkgate Financial Group  Paull Rodrigue Glass Peller Estates 

Scrap Cares Sears Canada Inc SPDA           

Spectator Summer Camp Fund         Taiga Building Products The Petrus Fund         

The Printing House The Storage Spot Burlington Waxman Industrial Services 

Westcon Canada WW Works Inc.  
   

Change Makers 
Altruck International BMO Financial Group Burlington Central High School  

Burlington Choral Society Carlson Wagonlit Travel Christy’s Gourmet Food Inc.             

Corpus Christi CSS  Credit Valley Cons.  Authority      Forsythe Technology Canada Inc.  

Glenleven Chrysler OC’s Restaurant at Stoneboats Smart Betty Burlington        

St. Cuthbert’s Anglican Church St. Luke’s Anglican Church        St. Paul’s United Church, Milton            

St. Paul’s United Church Women St. Timothy School Burlington STRONE                  

Trimac Transportation  Union Gas  
  

Media Sponsors 
Burlington Post SNAP Oakville The Bronte Villager 
 

Donations were Received 
In Recognition of In Memory of In Honour of  

the Volunteer Work of Mr. Maniatus Victor and Linda Bakker 

Karl Scholz Burt Simpson Dave Wiebe                   

Scott Waterhouse  The work of the Halton CAS staff 

In Lieu of Christmas Gifts to A Very Special Tribute in Memory of Rebecca Herlihey 

Brenda Towson Toys, gift cards and cash exceeding $12,000 were donated to “Rebecca’s Gift”  

* To respect the privacy of individual donors, names have not been published.  
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Ways to Support the CAFH 

 

There are many ways donors and sponsors can help us to provide the financial support we need to let kids be kids, 

including: 
 

 Donating to specific programs, such as Summer Camp.  

 Supporting our Bursary Program and sponsoring a youth through their choice of post-secondary education. 

 Directing a general donation to CAFH, to be used where the need is greatest.  

 “Adopting” a group home – call or e-mail us for details. 

 Establishing group sponsorship in the workplace through social events or employee payroll deductions.  

 Organizing and hosting your own fundraisers, such as a golf tournament. 

 Leaving a legacy through planned giving. 

 Sponsoring and/or attending our special events. 

 Contributing in-kind gifts – please call us to find out our greatest need. 

 Volunteering time and skills to support our fundraising activities.  

 Visit our website at www.cafh.ca or call 905-635-0707 for more details.   

 

Planned Giving 
 
By remembering CAFH in your charitable giving or estate plans, you have the special opportunity to transform the lives of 

hundreds of young people by giving hope for a bright future. Your consideration also allows you to plan for your family, 

and your future, while maximizing tax and estate benefits. 

 
For information on how you can change a life for the better, or create your own legacy, please contact Tina Blatchford, 

Executive Director, at 905-635-0707. 

  
$157,840 

in bursary funds provided 
by the Children’s Aid 
Foundation of Halton 

25 
youth received bursaries 
to attend post-secondary 

education 
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Leadership 

 

Leadership Team 
 

Tina Blatchford 
Executive Director 

Derek Evans 
Director of Finance 

Lisa Janssen 
Team Assistant  

2011/12 Board of Directors 
Executive Committee 

 Wendy Sherren, President 

 Chris Scott, Vice President 

 Stephanie Lamont, Treasurer  

 Krista Dietrich, Secretary 

 Chris Barrett, Past President 
 

Directors 

 Marilyn Benninger 

 Norrie Davidson 

 Phil Grimes, CAS Liaison 

 Breckon Husband 

 Megan Pallett 

 Lisa Roach 

 Michael Robins 

 Angela Scott 

 Julie Sergi-Waxman 

Through fundraising and community partnerships, the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton enriches the lives of  

children, youth and families, enabling them to thrive and reach for tomorrow.  
 

1445 Norjohn Court, Unit 1   
Burlington, ON  L7L 0E6   

T: 905-635-0707 
       www.cafh.ca    

Ambassadors Circle 
 
These leading advocates for the Foundation 
continue to provide consistent support for our 
cause, significant financial contributions and 
leadership in the community.  
 

 Chris Barrett 

 Richard Bellm 

 Chris Clinning 

 Mandy Deakin 

 Rob Detta Colli 

 Kimberley Edwards 

 Phil Grimes 

 Jonathan Harty 

 Dave Kington 

 Kathleen and Doug McPhie 

 Don Pangman 

 Rob Shier 

 Lynn Wilson 
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