2014 - 2015 Donor Accountability Report

Who We Are
The Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton
(CAFH) was founded in 1990 as a non –
profit, charitable organization to raise
funds for the Halton Children’s Aid
Society (Halton CAS). Funds raised allow
the Halton CAS to provide additional
services

that

enhance

the

lives

of

abused and neglected children living in
Halton. Funds provided by CAFH are
used

for

post-secondary

after

school

recreational

education,
programs,

summer camp, assisting youth in the
transition to adulthood independent of
the Halton CAS, providing homes for
teens

in

transition

and

offering

opportunities for children to experience
typical childhood joys that enable young
people to thrive.
!
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We are Proud to be an Agency Foundation Established
Under the Umbrella of the Oakville
Community Foundation
Building a legacy requires
reflection, vision and a reality check. The
population of Halton and the age of the
youth we support are increasing. We
anticipate a greater demand on bursary
funds in the future, and recognize the growing operating costs that
are a necessity in a competitive field.
Presented with an opportunity to invest proceeds from the
sale of property, the Board of Directors, with an obligation to the
youth we serve and the donors to whom we remain transparent and
responsible, seized the chance to plan for the future education of
youth. Proudly, but cautiously, we are reaping what is been sown and
interest on the fund is being directed to necessary administrative
costs, meaning 100% of our treasured donors’ contributions can go
directly to the children and youth we support.
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A Letter to Our Friends
It is an honour to be contributing to the report that marks the 25th
Anniversary of the Children’s Aid Foundation of Halton. It is certainly an
important milestone for the Board of Directors and staff, our donors and
volunteers and, of course, the young people whose lives have been touched by
the opportunities and experiences the organization has been able to provide.
Twenty-five years ago a small group of dedicated staff and volunteers
came together with a plan to create a fundraising arm for the Halton Children’s
Aid Society, which would provide more than the basic necessities for the children

Chris Scott

and youth they were working with. The founding of the CAFH became a pivotal
part of the history of the Halton CAS and, while there have been peaks and
valleys over the years as the economy fluctuates and giving trends vary, the
CAFH has grown strategically, professionalized its fundraising objectives and is
now in a strong, healthy position to continue making an impact on the lives of so
many.
This success is due to the vision, leadership and passion of Board
members (past and present), and the support of donors, sponsors and volunteers
who have created a legacy organization that is contributing to life-changing work.
In its history, the CAFH has distributed over $4.5m in support of children, youth
and families in Halton, giving literally thousands of young people positive
experiences. We celebrated this milestone anniversary with the creation of a
commemorative photo at Abbey Park High School in Oakville. With the creativity

Tina Blatchford

of staff and students, we recognized March 12, 2015 as the Silver Anniversary of
making dreams come true and providing hope to young people in Halton.

4 | Donor Accountability Report 2015

!

4!

As reported last year, the CAFH is a fund-holder with

As much as we appreciate this support, we cannot rest;

the Oakville Community Foundation, a strategic decision on

the needs of children, youth and families continue to exist in

the part of the Board and staff, and we watch closely as the

Halton. The fact there are homeless youth in our community, that

investment grows. The purpose of the fund is to provide

financial support is still needed for post-secondary education and

educational opportunities to future generations of students,

that too many young people feel disconnected from their families

while the interest earned will cover necessary administrative

and overwhelmed with life’s challenges are more than enough

costs. We are thrilled to announce that interest is already

reasons to solidify our efforts and strive for your trust and

being directed to the administrative expenses so we can plan

contributions.

more focused efforts to raise funds for youth and reassure

As we look back on our 25th year, we would like to thank

donors their treasured contributions are going directly to the

the

CAFH

Board

of

Directors

for

their

dedication

and

programs impacting the children and youth that deserve it.

contributions to the organization. We would also like to thank the

Yet again, this year’s Stardust Gala broke records.

staff, foster parents and volunteers of the Halton Children’s Aid

This signature event, which is the cornerstone of our

Society for their work with children, youth and families to provide

fundraising efforts, raised a net profit of over $140,000. We

hope for the future.

are so grateful to the wonderful following of loyal and

To our donors and volunteers, thank you! Without you

generous attendees that joined us this year and appreciate

there would be no CAFH. You help us sustain vital programs,

everyone involved in making this an exceptional evening.

provide

life-changing

opportunities

and

create

wonderful

In the last 25 years times have changed significantly.

memories. You are bringing confidence, hope and success to

It seems we are all connected by some form of social media

children, youth and families so they, and this community, may

and, while that is amazing and beneficial in many ways, it also

prosper.

means we are bombarded by information, requests for help
and competition for the hard-earned dollar. This is why we

Thank you for believing in us. You’re the One making a
positive difference for children and youth in Halton.

continue to hold our donors in high esteem and value your
contributions above all else. The number of donation touch
points, that is the number of times we have received
donations, has grown by 16% over the last year and the total
revenue from donations alone increased by 13%. This means
the people of Halton believe in this cause and answer our calls
to action; it is both reassuring and heartwarming. We cannot
do our work without you.

!

Chris Scott
President

Tina Blatchford
Executive Director

!
!
!
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Financial Overview
Where Did the Money
Come From?

Condensed information. Full financial statements,
audited by Deloitte & Touche LLP, are available upon
request.

37% Stardust Gala
17% Third Party Events
12% Individual Donations

Total
Income:

11% Interest on Investments
10% Foundation Grants

$469,308

8% Corporate Donations
5% Rental Income

Where Did the Money Go?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Post+secondary!education!
After!school!recreation/education!programs!
FUTURES!program!(includes!summer!camp)!
Bridging!the!Gap!Program!
Mortgage!&!maintenance!of!youth!residences!
Seasonal!gifts!&!events!

29%
Fundraising

15%
Administration

95%

**Halton CAS Service Statistics

5,482

Children & Youth Served

Children & Youth in Care

65

500+

$165,000

27

Enrolments in FUTURES
programs

Children & Youth
Supported by the
Seasonal Program

Awarded in Post-Secondary
Bursaries

Bursaries
Awarded
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Of Children/Youth Remain in
Their Own Home and Do Not
Come into Care
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Our People
2014/2015

Board of Directors

Leadership Team

Chris Scott, President
Krista Dietrich, Vice President
Stephanie Lamont, Treasurer
Norrie Davidson, Secretary
Marilyn Benninger, Communications
Wendy Sherren, Past President

Chris Barrett
Phil Grimes
Bonnie Hoy
Elizabeth Law
Lisa Roach
Michael Robins
Cory Side

Tina Blatchford, Executive Director
Derek Evans, Director of Finance
Lisa Janssen, Management Assistant

Ambassadors Circle
Reya Ali-Dabydeen
Aub & Marsha Baillie
Chris Barrett
Richard & Lily Bellm
Robyn Bowman**
Candice Chow
Tammy Davey-Wiebe
Mandy Deakin
Kimberley Edwards

Phil Grimes
Jonathan Harty
Chris Hines
Dave Kington
Steve Leyland
Keith Matcham
Kathleen & Doug McPhie
Eddie Oliveira**
Greg Pace

Wendy Sherren
Rob Shier
Chris Townley**
Don Vince
Lynn Wilson

**2015 Inductees

!
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CAFH in the
Community

Special thanks to
Bikes for Kids who
donated 50 bikes,
helmets and locks
plus $2,175 in cash
for CAFH

The Children’s Aid
Foundation of Halton is
proud to be part of the
Halton Community. In
2014/2015, CAFH
participated in over 13
events throughout the
region, raising over
$200,000 in the
process. Here are a few
of the highlights of the
past year’s special
events.
A!

B!

Runners took to the
streets of Milton for
the Annual Milton
Family Fun Run and
raised an amazing
$11,000 for CAFH

!

320
people attended this
year’s Gala raising a
record net total of
$140,000

150
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The Home Depot
Orange Door
Project raised
$15,000 for
homeless youth

Oakville Fire
Department,
Toys for Tots

The Winch Group
Equipment Drive

Supporters
participated in the
EddieO’s
Pourhouse Golf
Tournament raising
$5,000 for CAFH

Announcer
Idol

Tigertel Oakville
Charity Dragon Boat
Festival raised over
$5,000 for CAFH

!

Crown
Worldwide
Garage Sale
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Donor Accountability

In 2014/15,
58 Young
Adults (18-21)
were
supported in
transitioning
to
independence

Meet Cassie
Cassie came into the care of the Halton Children’s Aid Society when she
was 3 years old. Her journey has been ‘one big bumpy road’ having
been in four foster homes and a group home.
Despite obstacles, Cassie is highly active within the Halton CAS as a
member of the YouthSAID group for four years. YouthSAID is an
advocacy group within the Halton agency that meets bi-weekly,
providing a forum for youth in care to make recommendations for
positive changes to the system.
In the summer of 2014 Cassie was hired as a Leader in Training for the
summer camp program and continued to volunteer throughout the
school year, successfully graduating high school in June 2015. She was
hired as the new Youth In Care Leader that summer, was a full time
summer camp staff member and when attending school in September
continued the job part time. Cassie is an outstanding resource for the
Halton CAS; managing the YouthSAID group, providing staff for the
Futures program and staying connected with youth coming into care.
Immediately after high school, this resilient young lady submitted
applications to college and was accepted into all the schools that she
applied to. Currently Cassie is in first year at Sheridan College
enrolled in the Child and Youth Care program. Cassie says, “my first
choice was to move into residence, but I decided to stay at my former
foster mom’s house, and pay rent. I am happy to have the strong
connection with her and call it my home.”

Cassie
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Cassie continues to give back to her community by participating in
the Halton CAS and Hamilton CAS foster care Parent Resources for
Information, Development and Education (P.R.I.D.E.) meetings, and
speaks publicly about her experiences in foster care. “I am thankful to
have had all the support possible and the most positive people
surround me in my journey”.
We are so proud of you Cassie and know that you have a brilliant
future ahead of you!

10!

Thank You!
Without the ongoing generous support of individuals, corporations and organizations in our
community, we would be unable to provide the needed programs and services for the children and
youth in Halton. The staff, volunteers and Board of Directors sincerely thank each of our donors!
While we don’t have enough space to recognize every donor to CAFH, the following lists some of
the supporters that made a significant donation of more than $500 in the past year.

P re sid ent ’s Circle: Pioneer Family Pools • Sherritt International Corporation • The Barwick Family Foundation • The Home
Depot Canada Foundation • Ali-Dabydeen, Reya & Christina Li • McPhie, Doug & Kathleen

P ar tn ers: EddieO’s Pourhouse Ltd. • Great West Life • Hatch Ltd. • Intact Foundation • Magnes Group Inc. • Moen Inc. • RBC
Foundation • Roach Family Real Estate • Rotary Club of Oakville Trafalgar • Bellm, Richard & Lily • Crockett, Donna • Duranleau, Lisa
& Louis

Cha mp io ns: Aqua Tech • BD (Becton, Dickinson & Company) • Bombardieri Carpenter LLP General • Brazabra Corp • Burlington
Community Foundation • Burlington Fitness & Racquet Club • CG Tower • CHML Children’s Fund • Credit Valley • Conservation
Authority • Crown Worldwide Ltd. • Deloitte Foundation Canada • Ernst & Young, LLP • Elizabeth Law Interiors • Flamboro Downs
Ltd. • Freedom 55 Financial • Georgetown District High School • Halton Honda • House & Home • J.R. Holdings (2010) Inc. • Longo
Brother Fruit Markets • Martin Renovations Inc. • McArthur Medical Sales Inc. • National Bank of Canada • Nationwide Appraisal
Services Inc. • Oakville Audi & Volkswagen • Pace Performance • Parkgate Financial Group • Pizza Pizza Ltd. • Sears Canada Inc. • The
Winch Group Inc. • TNG Leaders • VGM Group Services Ltd. • Westcon Group • Allen, Tom • Baillie, Aub & Marsha • Bellm, Peter •
Benninger, Marilyn & Mike • Blatchford, Tina • Carbonara, Joseph • Craven, Rick & Suzanne • Deakin, Ian & Mandy • Deschamps, Lisa
& Darren • Di Cesare, Tracy & John • Dietrich, Krista & Alain Baird • Dietrich, Sheila & Charles • Elizabeth Law & Allan Saulenas •
Grootendorst, Paul & Penny • Howard, Diana • Jamieson, Dave & Michelle • Lamont, Stephanie & Jeff • MacGillivray, Nancy & Steven
Witherspoon • Matcham, Keith & Lyanne • McCormick Family • Morrison, Tim & Vanessa • Nenniger, James & Kim • Neske, Ryan •
Nester, Richard • Palamar, Bill & Laurie • Pinet, Lucien • Prieksaitis, George • Robins, Michael & Suzanne • Roy, Jason & Lia •
Scaglione, Carmen • Sarvinis, Jim & Dee • Scott, Chris & Jen • Shlapak Fred & Irene • Side, Cory & Sarah • Silvestri, Paul & Lisa • Sing,
Sharmin & Harpel • Sutton, Jeff & Joanne • Truant, Janet • Wilson, Lynn & Doug • Wood, Ross & Karen

Cha ng e Ma kers: AON • BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc • Burlington Central High School • Geo Tab • Manulife Financial – National •
Navistar Canada Inc • Oakville Community Foundation • SB Partners, LLP • Symcor • The Dance Element Inc • Avis, Cindy & Paul •
Baird, Jennifer • Broley, Rick & Micele • Burrows, Scott & Suzanne • Charlton, Maureen • Chong, Winston & Zena • Colella, Tracey •
Crescenzi, Ezio & Kathleen • Cutts, Peter • Day, Elana & Peter • Fraccaro, Paul & Patricia • Frank & Azniv Lochan Family Foundation •
Gulian Moiroux, Jane • Howes, Trevor & Sharlaine • Leyland, Steve • Litton, Mark • Lloyd, Steve & Jean • Longo, Teresa • Macdonald,
Scott • McGaw, Michelle • Ramlochan, Shelly Ann • Reimer, Rudy & Janet • Scholz, Karl • Scott, Greg • The Petrus Fund • Vogt, Heinz
& Shirley • Warren, Twain

In Mem o ry o f: Lillian E. Davidson • Mary Blatchford • Cpl Nathan Cirillo • Jim Houghton’s Father • Robert Holmes • Mary
Hawley • Fern Elizabeth Jory

In H o nou r of: Henry Su • Morag Chambers • Andrea Stewart • Cynthia O’Halloran • Elena Di Battista and Our Kids • Michael
Schade’s Birthday • Ryan Bromball’s 1st Birthday • The 25 th Anniversary • Jennifer Binnington’s Birthday • My Awesome Mom Mrs.
Quinn

!
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